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Isn’t it amazing how you could have just spent a good hour showing some seemingly interested person, conclusive proof that God’s seventh day Sabbath is just as in force today as it was on the seventh day of creation week. And that Sunday is a man made commandment that amounts to nothing more than tradition.

Or let’s say that you have presented scriptural evidence that we in the Christian world are as obligated to all the health and dietary laws that the Jews were. That we should eat no unclean meats as specified in Leviticus 11 or Deuteronomy 14.

In either case, it is as if everything you had said previous was never even considered when the hearer says, “I’m no longer under that old law, I’m under grace,” and they quote Colossians 2:14,16 “Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross” “Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days”  

A zealous convert to the church may suddenly stop in their tracks, read these verses several times and not know what to say. The other person trots off, happily convinced they are right and they have cleverly straightened out that Sabbath-keeper.

Brothers and sisters, we should never argue scripture as scripture does a fine job of interpreting itself. But we should be prepared and know what the responses of some informed Sunday keeping Christians are going to be, and we have an obligation for their soul’s salvation.

Today we are going to look very close at these verses as well as Ephesians 2:15.

The first thing we are going to do, is to establish the fact that there are two laws. Turn to 2 Kings 21:8. You need to use a yellow highlighter and highlight the scriptures we will talk about today.  2 Kings 21:8 the Lord is speaking, “Neither will I make the feet of Israel move any more out of the land which I gave their fathers; only if they will observe to do according to all that I have commanded them, and according to all the law that my servant Moses commanded them.”  This is the Ten Commandments and the law of Moses clearly identified.

From here we go back to Colossians 2:14. We have read where something is being blotted out and the dictionary tells us that to blot out is to destroy completely. So the blotting out referred to here, has destroyed completely one of these two laws.

I will give you several reasons why the two verses 14 and 16 of Colossians 2, do not and can not apply to any part of the Ten Commandments and can only be applied to the law of Moses. Verse 14 “Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us,”

Reason #1. The Ten Commandments were written with no man’s hand. They were written with the finger of God. Ex. 31:18 “And he gave unto Moses, when he had made an end of communing with him upon mount Sinai, two tables of testimony, tables of stone, written with the finger of God.”  (Also Deut. 9:10)

It was the law of Moses that was handwritten. Deut. 31: 9, 24 - verse 9 “And Moses wrote this law, and delivered it unto the priests the sons of Levi,” vs. 24 “And it came to pass, when Moses had made an end of writing the words of this law in a book, until they were finished” 

Reason #2. Colossians 2:14 “Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us,” At this point I want to bring in Ephesians 2:15 “Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances”

You will notice that Paul has twice referred to commandments contained in ordinances. What does he mean? Well we need to first understand what ordinances are in scripture when applied in the religious sense. Ordinances are requirements regarding religious festivals, feasts, ceremonies, and sacrificial offerings. THERE ARE NO SUCH ORDINANCES IN THE TEN COMMANDMENTS!! 

However, there are a plethora of ordinances in the law of Moses as recorded in Exodus, Leviticus and Deuteronomy.

Reason #3. Colossians 2:14 “Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us,”

Brothers and sisters, there is nothing against us, or contrary to us in God’s Ten Commandments. In fact, as the Psalmist says in Psalm 119:165 “Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall offend them.” The softest pillow is a clear conscience. If you love God, you love His law and you would rather die then break one commandment.

But what about the law of Moses? Human inclination is to do their own thing and to have their own way. But the law of Moses spelled out in detail, how things would be. In many cases it acted contrary to human planning and devising. There was to be no failings when the details were followed to the letter of the law.

Turn to Deut. 31:26 “Take this book of the law, and put it in the side of the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, that it may be there for a witness against thee.”

“Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross” 

Brothers and sisters, it was the handwritten law of Moses that was filled with ordinances that acted as a witness against the people that Jesus nailed to the cross.

By the way, the law of Moses was placed in the side of the ark, which showed it was temporary in nature, whereas God’s moral law, the Ten Commandments was placed in the ark, which showed its permanence.

Let’s look now at Ephesians 2:15. First let’s get the context by reading verses 11-16. Now remember, Paul was the preacher to the Gentiles. And it is the Gentile  believers he is addressing here. “2:11 Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands;“ (The Jews)   “2:12 That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:  2:13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 2:14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us;” (That’s the wall separating the Jews from the Gentiles) “2:15   Having abolished in his flesh” (that’s with His death on the cross) “the enmity,” (That’s the hostility between the Jews and the Gentiles), “even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 2:16   And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby:”  

So here we read where by His death on the cross, Jesus abolished both the hostility between Jew and Gentile, while nailing the law of Moses to the cross. Is that clear?

Reason #4 – Colossians 2:16 “Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days”  This verse starts with the admonition, “Let no man therefore judge you…”.  The purpose of the whole verse is in those first six words. Jewish Christians were judging the Gentile Christians for not practicing the requirements of the ceremonial laws and the Gentile believers were judging the Jewish Christians who kept practicing them, as they understood that they had been done away with. So the issue was all about judging and it was getting everybody involved in chasing the devil’s rabbits.

Reason #5 - “Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink” This verse has absolutely nothing to do with flesh foods, beverages or anyone’s dietary practices. Nothing!! And by the way, the word meat in the Bible is a generic term for food. When it comes to everyday meals, it could mean flesh foods or it could be a bowl of beans. But as it is used here in regards to the religious ceremonial laws, the word meat is really an offering of meal made from flour mixed with oil. The drink pertains to wine offerings.

Turn to Leviticus chapter 23. You will notice this is elaborated in verses 13,16,18 and 37. The law of the meat/meal (grain) offerings is spelled out in Leviticus chapter 2. You will find the meat and drink offerings in even greater detail in Numbers, chapters 28 and 29. Meat or meal offerings are mentioned 32 times, where the drink offerings are mentioned 27 times. So as used in Colossians 2:16, the ceremonial meat or meal offerings belong in this verse, but the prohibition against eating unclean animals does not apply at all. And certainly there is no connection with the Ten Commandments.

Reason #6 Colossians 2:16 “Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days”
The ceremonial ordinances or commandments contained in ordinances, included requirements on how the various holy days were to be strictly observed. The first day of each month was a new moon and it was called new moon day. They would blow the trumphets over the sacrifices and burnt offerings on new moon day. Numbers 10:10; 28:11;  1 Samuel 20:5 and in Isaiah 66:23 we will celebrate the new moon in the new earth.

Pay particular attention to the part of the verse which says “or of the sabbath days” This reference to the Sabbath days has absolutely nothing to do with the seventh day Sabbath, nor did it apply to the first day of the week, for in the time of Paul, not one Christian nor one Gentile was recorded as having put any religious significance on the day we now call Sunday. We see in Galatians all the controversy that was created over circumcision, could you imagine the furor that would have been created if anyone dared to tamper with God’s seventh day Sabbath?

It does not say Sabbath day. It is plural and says Sabbath days. There are in the law of Moses, seven annual ceremonial Sabbath days, of which six were feast days. They are listed in Leviticus 23. Turn there please. We need to become familiar with these Sabbath days as we will be faced with questions that require answers. (Verse 5). The first such feast day was the Lord’s Passover and it was celebrated on the 14th day of the first month Abib. 

The Passover lamb was slain on that day and was a type of Jesus who was slain on the sixth day of the week (Friday). That day at sunset began the 15th day of the first month Abib, when the Passover lamb was eaten. It was also the beginning of the second feast day (verse 6), the Feast of Unleavened Bread. They were to eat unleavened bread for seven days, the first and seventh days were holy convocations and there was to be no servile work done on those two days. The first day of this 7 day feast, was a special Sabbath day, as it was a type of Sabbath that Jesus was in the tomb.

The third feast day, verse 11, was on the 16th day of the first month Abib, and was called the Wave Sheaf offering or the Feast of First Fruits. The barley crop was ready for harvesting, but no one was allowed to harvest the crop until after this ceremonial Sabbath. A section of the field was marked off and 3 fit men were sent to cut the barley and tie it in one large sheaf. It was presented to the priest, and on the morrow after the Sabbath, the 16th day of the first month, the priest was to wave the sheaf before the Lord. This offering of the first fruits, on the day after the Sabbath in type, symbolized the resurrection on the day after the Sabbath that Jesus was in the tomb. Jesus was the first fruits of the resurrection.  Do you see the connection and how these three holydays were pointing to Jesus, His death, burial, rest in the tomb, and then to His glorious resurrection? There is no useful purpose to celebrate these feast days once type met anti-type in Jesus. He replaced the Passover celebration with the ordinance of humility and the communion service.

The fourth feast day, or annual Sabbath day, (verse 15) was called the Feast of Weeks. It is called Pentecost in the New Testament times. The instruction is to count from the morrow after the Sabbath, which was the wave sheaf offering, count 7 weeks and one day after the seventh Sabbath, total 50 days. Pentecost was the 6th day of the 3rd month (It would be our late May or early June) and marked the end of the spring harvest season. The people celebrated their dependence on God as the giver of all things. Pentecost symbolized the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. It was exactly 50 days after the resurrection that a marvelous event happened in this baby church. The first 40 days Jesus spent instructing His disciples before His ascension. The 11 disciples spent the remaining 10 days in prayer and supplication, reaching a true spirit of unity in Jesus. It was then on the 50th day they received the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and three thousand souls were added to the church that day. During this period of Christ’s ministry He is in the Holy Place in the Heavenly Sanctuary.

The fifth feast day was the Feast of Trumpets (Verse 24) and it occurred on the first day of the seventh month. The Jews today call this Rosh Hashanah as it is their New Year’s day, and it will occur this year when the sun sets September 27th.  The first day is a Sabbath and is celebrated by the blowing of the trumpets, announcing the day of Atonement is near. They had nine days to prepare for that most somber day. 

In heaven, Jesus would be preparing for His entry into the Most Holy apartment of the Heavenly Sanctuary.

The sixth Sabbath day was the only one that was not a feast day. It was a day of fasting.  The Day of Atonement (Verse 27) occurred on the tenth  day of the seventh month. The Jews today call this Yom Kippur. This year Yom Kippur will begin when the sun sets on October 5th. 

In those days before the cross, the priest ministered in the first apartment of the earthly sanctuary throughout the year, bringing in the confessed and forgiven sins by way of the blood. But on this most solemn day, for it was the judgment day for the camp of Israel, the entire camp was praying, fasting and afflicting their souls while they waited to see if the Lord would accept the offering for the cleansing of the Sanctuary. It was the one day of the year that the high priest entered the most holy place, with the blood of the Lord’s goat, to appear in the presence of God. If accepted, the sanctuary would be cleansed of all the sin of the camp of Israel for the entire year. Then the high priest would transfer the sins from the sanctuary to the head of the scapegoat, which was then led by a fit man into the wilderness. 

That was all the type. The great antitypical Day of Atonement occurred on October 22, 1844, when Jesus entered the most holy place of the heavenly sanctuary and began the work of the Investigative Judgment, in fulfillment of the 2300 year prophecy of Daniel 8:14. Cases are being decided for eternity, and this  cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary, has been going on now for 159 years. This  is not a time for celebrating. That will come at the marriage supper. This too is a solemn time as our very cases may be brought in review at any day, for probation will end for the church, before it ends for the world. Oh what godly lives we should live in these closing moments of earth’s history. How we should be weeping between the porch and the altar for all the abominations that are in God’s church today. Where are the leaders? Why are their voices so still?

When probation ends for the world, the anti-typical day of the scapegoat will occur. All the forgiven sins of the redeemed of all the ages will be placed on the head of Satan when Jesus gives the pronouncement in Revelation 22:11. “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.”  

The seventh and final annual holyday or Sabbath unto the Lord was the 6th feast day, and it occurred on the 15th day of the 7th month. It was called the Feast of Tabernacles or the Feast of Ingathering. They were celebrating the end of the fall harvest season. This was the last day of the year and it was a happy occasion. They were to celebrate for seven days, the first and eighth day were Sabbath days in which no servile work was to be done. 

Now let us read Colossians 2:16 one more time. “Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days” 

These seven annual Sabbath days are the only Sabbath days Paul is speaking about in verse 16. And then in verse 17 he says, “Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.”

Let me illustrate. You are walking in front of the church heading west on Danville. I am walking on the side of the church north on South Hill St. heading towards Danville. The sun is behind me. You can not see me because of the building. But then you see the shadow of my head. It tells you someone is approaching. Next you see the shadow of my shoulders, then my arms followed by the shadow of my legs. Finally I come to the corner and you see me. The shadow served its purpose to let you know someone was coming. But once you saw me, there was no longer any purpose for the shadow.  Do you see? Is that clear. 

So Paul is saying, that all the ceremonial laws which included meat and drink offerings, all these holyday and new moon celebrations, and all these annual Sabbath days were the shadow of things to come. The type met the antitype in Jesus. The shadow’s usefulness had ended.

In closing I read these two quotes from the Testimony of Jesus, MS 72, 1901 “The ceremonies connected with the services of the temple, prefiguring Christ in types and shadows, were taken away at the time of the crucifixion, because on the cross, type met antitype in the death of the true and perfect offering, the Lamb of God.”

DA 165 “When Christ was crucified, the inner veil of the temple was rent in twain from top to bottom, signifying that the great final sacrifice had been made, and that the system of sacrificial offerings was forever at an end.”  

Brothers and sisters, the annual Sabbath days involved animal sacrifices. And by the authority of the Spirit of Prophecy that states clearly the system of sacrificial offerings was forever at an end, and in the quote before that, they were types and shadows and were taken away at the crucifixion, we have it spelled out clearly that we are not to get entangled in the feast days today. We are to let it alone.  
Yes Jesus today is ministering in the heavenly sanctuary on our behalf. But just as surely as He will make that declaration in Revelation 22:11, “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.”   So He will fulfill the statement in Revelation 22:12. “And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.” 

Yes Jesus, and God the Father, and God the Holy Spirit, and all of the heavenly hosts will soon travel the corridors of heaven, through the constellation of Orion, for the event all of heaven and the whole universe, and all of God’s saints have been anxiously awaiting, the glorious second coming of Jesus.

Are you ready? Are you preparing? We are the generation that will see it. Will you say, as recorded in Isaiah 25:9   “Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, and he will save us: this is the LORD; we have waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation.  

As billions of angels fan out and encircle the globe, then will be the Great anti typical Ingathering of souls, bursting from their graves at the sound of the trumpet and the voice of the archangel Jesus, who calls His redeemed forth from the grave. With their new immortal bodies they rise up to meet the Lord in the air, followed by the living translated saints who never see death. And so shall we ever be with the Lord…

Shall we pray
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