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James 4:2,3 “Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not.  Ye ask, and 

receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.”

These words are a strong indictment against many of God’s professed people. He knows our hearts and would not point out our sins, unless they were in our lives.

Pastors are under obligation to God and to God’s people, to give the word of reproof without hesitancy:

Turn to Ezekiel 3:17-21 for the divine command “Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel: therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning from me. When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand. Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul. Again, When a righteous man doth turn from his righteousness, and commit iniquity, and I lay a stumblingblock before him, he shall die: because thou hast not given him warning, he shall die in his sin, and his righteousness which he hath done shall not be remembered; but his blood will I require at thine hand. Nevertheless if thou warn the righteous man, that the righteous sin not, and he doth not sin, he shall surely live, because he is warned; also thou hast delivered thy soul.”   

We who profess Christianity need strong reproof at times.

We worship a  ~  prayer  ~  answering  ~  God. Do you have God’s phone number? It’s a direct line you know. It’s Jeremiah 33:3. Can you remember that?

Turn to Jeremiah 33:3 “Call unto me, and I will answer thee”

Psalm 65:2 “O thou that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come.”
What an awesome privilege we human beings have, to be able to kneel before our Creator and to have our prayers heard and answered. But did you know that

There are six prayers that God cannot answer:

1. Prayers motivated by selfishness

James 4:3 “Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.”

Example: Let’s turn to the example of Balaam - Numbers 22:1-41

    Balaams are plenty in God’s church today from laity to leadership.

But somebody give me an example of a prayer motivated by selfishness. 

How about praying for a very expensive car when what you need is dependable transportation. How about praying for a mansion on earth when what you need is a roof over your head, a bed, kitchen and a bath. How about praying for your team to win the super bowl, when what you need to do is pull the plug. How about praying that God will approve of that worldly man or lady who has your eye, when Jesus doesn’t have your heart. We should be careful of what we pray for as God may let us have our wants and all the problems that will follow. 

The second prayer that God does not answer are the

2. Prayers for the sake of appearance

Matthew 6:5 “And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.”

And there are many such Pharisees in the church today.

Revelation 3:14-17 “And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God; I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:”

We are living in the period of the Laodicean church. And God aptly describes the spiritual condition of the Laodicean church. Mediocre at best, lukewarm worship, lukewarm witnessing, lukewarm prayers. Some offer a prayer to make an impression on others without the true motive of prayer, that is sin. I remember one church where the elder would pray the same prayer week after week. Long and tedious prayers that never contained a different word from the week before. 

It was coming from memory, not the heart. God will not hear such fabrications. Brothers and sisters when you fall on your knees before the Great God of the universe, be aware of Who it is that you are addressing, be reverent and speak with your hearts.

The third prayer that God does not answer are the

3. Prayers that seek to cover favorite sins - Psalm 66:18 “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me”

Psalm 18:41 “They cried, but there was none to save them: even unto the LORD, but he answered them not.”  There are those who rarely have God in their thoughts, they have the lust of the eyes and the pride of their self-exalted lives occupying their minds. But in an emergency where there is no help and danger is near, they go to the trunk and pull out the spare tire God and cry out to Him, “Oh my God.” Only to learn the spare is flat. There have been times when God has delivered one in such a situation as they pledge their lives to Him if He will only get them out of this mess they are in. We saw how the churches were filled after 9/11. But within months most churches were back to the usual empty pews.

However,

Psalm 34:15 “The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, and his ears are open unto their cry.”  That’s a promise we can put in our Heavenly savings account. And make withdrawals as needed.

Proverbs 15:29 “The LORD is far from the wicked: but he heareth the prayer of the righteous.”

Proverbs 28:9 “He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomination.”

Does that mean that if a commandment keeping, tithe paying Seventh Day Adventist, by personal choice, chooses to violate one of the other nine commandments, that God will not hear their prayer? I don’t care which commandment it is, lying, stealing, by the way you can do both of those violations on your income tax, adultery or fornication, or even murder. An SDA commit murder? Of course they can and do. Any health destroying practice is self-murder. Or even gossip is murder by character assassination. “He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomination.”

God wrote it, I only preach it. The commandment breaker prays in vain.

Isaiah 1:15 “And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear: your hands are full of blood.”  But how could our hands be full of blood? Think about what we know. God has been pleased to give His remnant church a correct understanding on the Sabbath, the state of the dead, the Sanctuary, the three angels messages,  the Investigative Judgment, the millennium, the second coming, righteousness by faith, the prophecies of Daniel and Revelation as they relate to world events, the Beast of Revelation 13 and the mark of the beast, etc. And so many people are going to Christ-less graves that we could have witnessed to. And we want to hear Jesus say to us, “Well done good and faithful servant.” When what He is saying is “knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:”
There are basically four types of sins that for some reason the sinner rationalizes in their thinking, will somehow be overlooked by God. The first is:

· A. Secret purposes of sin – 1 Kings 22:6-14 “Then the king of Israel (Ahab) gathered the prophets together, about four hundred men, and said unto them, Shall I go against Ramothgilead to battle, or shall I forbear? And they said, Go up; for the Lord shall deliver it into the hand of the king.  And Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here a prophet of the LORD besides, that we might inquire of him?  And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, There is yet one man, Micaiah the son of Imlah, by whom we may inquire of the LORD: but I hate him; for he doth not prophesy good concerning me, but evil. And Jehoshaphat said, Let not the king say so. Then the king of Israel called an officer, and said, Hasten hither Micaiah the son of Imlah.  And the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah sat each on his throne, having put on their robes, in a void place in the entrance of the gate of Samaria; and all the prophets prophesied before them.  And Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah made him horns of iron: and he said, Thus saith the LORD, With these shalt thou push the Syrians, until thou have consumed them.  And all the prophets prophesied so, saying, Go up to Ramothgilead, and prosper: for the LORD shall deliver it into the king's hand. And the messenger that was gone to call Micaiah spake unto him, saying, Behold now, the words of the prophets declare good unto the king with one mouth: let thy word, I pray thee, be like the word of one of them, and speak that which is good.  And Micaiah said, As the LORD liveth, what the LORD saith unto me, that will I speak.” Well we know the king did not want to believe God’s prophet because God’s prophet will throw cold water on his plan. He much preferred the positive outlook of the 400 prophets. He even went out to battle the next day dressed not as a king, but as a common soldier. And he died that day. How we need to examine our motivations and purposes so as not do Satan’s bidding in the secret areas of our lives.
The second type of sins would be: 

· B. Acts of sin in the individual – Acts 5:1-10 “But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, And kept back part of the price, his wife also being privy to it, and brought a certain part, and laid it, at the apostles' feet.  But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land?  Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in thine own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God.  And Ananias hearing these words fell down, and gave up the ghost: and great fear came on all them that heard these things.  And the young men arose, wound him up, and carried him out, and buried him.  And it was about the space of three hours after, when his wife, not knowing what was done, came in.  And Peter answered unto her, Tell me whether ye sold the land for so much? And she said, Yea, for so much.  Then Peter said unto her, How is it that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord? behold, the feet of them which have buried thy husband are at the door, and shall carry thee out.  Then fell she down straightway at his feet, and yielded up the ghost: and the young men came in, and found her dead, and, carrying her forth, buried her by her husband.”  What is it that Ananias and Sapphira did that brought the death penalty upon them? They appeared to be good church-goers. They had means and were selling a particular property to help the church financially. Why did God deal so harshly? Because the church was so young, God was not going to have corruption in its midst. They said they would sell a piece of property and pledged the entire proceeds to the church. All the proceeds by virtue of the pledge, was God’s money. But they got a larger than expected return and conspired together to withhold a portion for themselves. We need to guard our selves against such eternal life destroying conspiring.
The third type of sins are the:

· C. Public acts of sin – Isaiah 58:1-9 “Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and show my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins.  Yet they seek me daily, and delight to know my ways, as a nation that did righteousness, and forsook not the ordinance of their God: they ask of me the ordinances of justice; they take delight in approaching to God.  Wherefore have we fasted, say they, and thou seest not? wherefore have we afflicted our soul, and thou takest no knowledge? Behold, in the day of your fast ye find pleasure, and exact all your labours.  Behold, ye fast for strife and debate, and to smite with the fist of wickedness: ye shall not fast as ye do this day, to make your voice to be heard on high.  Is it such a fast that I have chosen? a day for a man to afflict his soul? is it to bow down his head as a bulrush, and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? wilt thou call this a fast, and an acceptable day to the LORD?  Is not this the fast that I have chosen? to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke? Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are cast out to thy house? when thou seest the naked, that thou cover him; and that thou hide not thyself from thine own flesh?  Then shall thy light break forth as the morning, and thine health shall spring forth speedily: and thy righteousness shall go before thee; the glory of the LORD shall be thy rereward.  Then shalt thou call, and the LORD shall answer; thou shalt cry, and he shall say, Here I am. If thou take away from the midst of thee the yoke, the putting forth of the finger, and speaking vanity.”  They were fasting to impress the people, but God did not ask for such a fast. He called them not to impress people but to help those in need. I was once in a church where a particular sister would be fasting. It was fellowship lunch that Sabbath and she was just sitting there looking gloomy. She was invited to eat but she would let everyone know she was fasting. If you choose to fast for certain reasons, do so unto the Lord and forget about announcing it to everyone else. Go home and look gloomy if you can’t have a happy fast. Keep your fasting and praying between you and the Lord because boasting for the right or wrong reasons is still sin and unacceptable. 
And the fourth type of sin is:

· D. Holding onto our certain sins, in spite of our own convictions -  Psalm 66:18 “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me” In order to sin we must brush aside the convicting voice of the Holy Spirit. But what is dangerous is becoming settled into our certain sins. If we persist, the convicting power of the Holy Spirit will be less each time we engage in such an unholy practice. There are many pet sins to choose from, but for illustration purposes, let me use one that of course affects no one here. Let’s take gossip. It is a sin that God hates because it was one that was indulged in so heavily in heaven. Lucifer assassinated the character of God and there were millions of whisperers amongst the angels who spread the vicious lies. 
How does that affect us? If we say anything about another person’s character that does not lift up the person, but rather speaks of their faults, we are gossiping and the hearer is equally guilty. Initially we are bothered when we so engage, but then we attempt to justify this evil by prefacing our remarks with some ridiculous statement like, “I’m not gossiping, but…” OR “I’m only telling you this….”

And then it gets easier and easier to gossip. You feel justified in your action. But let me spell out two dangers of this most unholy sin. #1. The Holy Spirit will cease to convict and let you carry on this work of Satan, and #2. There will not be one gossiper admitted through the gates of pearl. 

If there is a real problem that I need to be involved in, approach me and together we will try to get it resolved. Just make sure you don’t come to me with gossip as the hearers share the same future and the second resurrection is not my choice. 
Now, the fourth prayer that God does not answer are the

4. Prayers with a sinful attitude toward others - James 4:2 “Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not”
No matter how right you may be convinced in your mind, that so and so needs to feel the swift justice of God for how they treated you, an act of revenge on another person or even wanting harm to come to them is a prayer that will not get God’s attention. We are commanded to love our fellow mankind and Jesus never once lived a moment in His life where He was wishing harm on His enemies or His accusers or those who mocked Him or His tormentors or even His murderers. No it was forgiveness that He taught us which leads us to our fifth prayer that God does not answer, which is 

5. Failure to make reconciliation before we pray -  

Matthew 6:12 “And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.” And Jesus expands on that in verses 14 & 15. “For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” 

Matthew 18:21,22 “Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times? Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven.” That’s 490 times.

Do we really understand what Jesus has taught us? When we recite the Lord’s prayer and ask God to forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us, we are asking for God to treat us as we treat those who have wronged us.

When we think of the parable of the prodigal son in Luke 15:11-32, it’s all about two sons. One who takes his inheritance and leaves his father’s home and falls into riotous living. He has many friends until the money runs out. And then when he comes to his senses while eating corn husks with the pigs, he starts back to his father’s house. Gladly will he do the part of a hired servant. But the father who with aching heart anxiously awaited his return for many, many months, met him on the road and treated him as a prince. The story picks up with the older son who has been faithfully doing the work in his brother’s absence. 

Luke 15:25 “Now his elder son was in the field: and as he came and drew nigh to the house, he heard music and dancing.  And he called one of the servants, and asked what these things meant.  And he said unto him, Thy brother is come; and thy father hath killed the fatted calf, because he hath received him safe and sound.  And he was angry, and would not go in: therefore came his father out, and entreated him.  And he answering said to his father, Lo, these many years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time thy commandment: and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends:  But as soon as this thy son (Not his brother) was come, which hath devoured thy living with harlots, thou hast killed for him the fatted calf.  And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I have is thine.  It was meet that we should make merry, and be glad: for this thy brother was dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is found.

What a story. What a lesson for us. No matter what any brother or sister has ever done to us, are we to hold onto an unforgiving spirit? God loves them as much as us. Jesus died for them as He did us. Shame on us if we ever hold a brother or sister in less of a regard then Jesus would have for them. We are the ones that Jesus says, “Forgive them Father, they know not what they do.” But can God forgive us when we will not forgive?

Are your prayers bouncing off the ceiling and seemingly going no higher? Could it be that this is the nail in your tire?

And finally the sixth prayer that God does not answer is the

6. Neglected Prayer - James 4:2 “ye have not, because ye ask not.” God looks upon a prayerless life as spiritually bankrupt.

 So in summary, even though God loves to hear and answer our prayers, there are some prayers He cannot answer.

1. Prayers that are motivated by human selfishness. God will not and cannot answer these.

2. Prayers with ulterior motives He will not hear. These are prayers with hidden agenda. Heaven will not hear these prayers.

3. Prayers that are never spoken. There is many a professed Christian today who leads a prayerless life. Jermiah 10:25   “Pour out thy fury upon the heathen that know thee not, and upon the families that call not on thy name”

We should search our hearts daily before we enter into prayer and ask ourselves,  

1. Are the motives expressed in my prayers pure, or are they echoes of selfishness?

2.  Is my attitude toward others free and peaceable, or am I at war with my fellow man or like believers

3. Do I make prayer my first business of the day by rolling out of bed on my knees? You know, no one stands as tall before God as the one who is on their knees. Or am I guilty of regression in this, the most important privilege that comes to me?

4. Am I a doer of the word and not a hearer only, deceiving myself.

5. And finally, let us all search our own hearts and profit by this message today.

I will close with this admonition from the Spirit of Prophecy. MH 510 “The reason why so many are left to themselves in places of temptation is that they do not set the Lord always before them. When we permit our communion with God to be broken, our defense is departed from us. Not all your good purposes and good intentions will enable you to withstand evil. You must be men and women of prayer. Your petitions must not be faint, occasional, and fitful, but earnest, persevering, and constant. It is not always necessary to bow upon your knees in order to pray. Cultivate the habit of talking with the Saviour when you are alone, when you are walking, and when you are busy with your daily labor. Let the heart be continually uplifted in silent petition for help, for light, for strength, for knowledge. Let every breath be a prayer.”  

Where possible, I want you to join me and let us go on our knees, first to take a silent moment and contemplate what has been said, and then pray silently to the Great God of the Sabbath, and then I will finish with a prayer of dedication.
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