4/23/08 – 17BL - “A Solemn Appeal“– Part 3
Victory Ministries International presents:

Awesome Truths and Amazing Facts

Treasures of awesome truths from God’s Word

and facts that affect you!

Hello!  This is Richard Vaughn

Today’s message is “A Solemn Appeal” Part 3
Before we begin, let us seek God’s guidance, “Heavenly Father, as we 
continue this most important study pertaining to the solemn appeal you want me to make to Your people; I pray that You bless those listening today with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, so that we may understand how Satan has deceived the Christian world into believing so many lies, that have lead to many critical deceptions in the understanding of Your Word. We pray for wisdom, knowledge and understanding so that we may live in the center of Your revealed will, as we ask in Jesus Name, Amen.”

Right now, I continue to keep my pledge, to cry aloud and spare not, to lift up my voice like a trumpet and to show God’s people where they are transgressing God’s law.

Last week I ended this solemn appeal by stating that most Christian pastors will be lost along with their congregations. I further stated that I will go into detail as to why and I will show from the scriptures what the five conditions are to salvation. But before I do, let me say this. Most Christians who open their Bibles base beliefs on their cafeteria style of study. In other words they will pick scriptures that they like and ignore the tougher scriptures they have a problem with. Oftentimes a belief is centered on a single verse of scripture. But any Bible doctrine must be proven with many scriptures.
For example Romans 10:9 “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” I do not dispute this verse for it is true. However, the reader must study all that is associated with believing in Jesus. It is not just an intellectual ascent, but believing in Jesus entails far more as the Scriptures reveal. Based on this verse, Satan has most Christians believing all they have to do is accept Jesus as Savior and they are automatically saved, regardless of the kind of lives that they continue to live. Once saved, always saved, so they believe. Here’s what Jesus will say to those who labor under such a gross delusion. He will say, “I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” Matthew 7:23. You say, brother Vaughn, Jesus was talking to people who were not Christians. That would be an assumption on your part. If you back up a couple of verses, starting with verse 21 you will read, “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.” Now listen, how many non-Christians call Jesus Lord, Lord?  In verse 22 Jesus goes on to say, “Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?”  Jesus is talking about Christians who have faithfully attended church, and did many wonderful things. But verse 23 tells you why He must shut them out of heaven when He says, “And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”
That verse holds the key. He said, “…ye that work iniquity.” What is iniquity? The Greek word is anomia, (an-om-ee'-ah). It means a violation of the law.  Or as the New King James says, "And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!'”
It is only un-confessed, un-repented sin that will keep a Christian out of heaven. Jesus came to save us from our sins, not in them; so Jesus has to tell the majority of Christians why He cannot permit them into heaven. They trusted misguided men and traditions to save them. They were living in open rebellion against heaven. Listen, I say this on the authority of God’s word. All commandment-breakers who either died or had their probation end with un-confessed, un-repented sin on their record will be lost. There is one exception and that is a faithful follower of God’s Word that lived up to all the light they understood. Acts 17:30 says, “And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent:”
We live in the generation that will see Jesus come. Your deceased parents and grand-parents and great-grandparents, may be saved because they may have been commandment-breakers without knowledge of the fact. God will decide based on the lives they lived from the time they accepted Jesus until they died. 

But here is why we can never plead ignorance. This generation has both the time and the resources to discover all truth. Especially in regards to whether we are keeping all of God’s Ten Commandments. God’s Ten Commandments are the reflection of His very character and are eternal. Do not be confused with the Law of Moses regarding ceremony and the system of sacrifice, which was nailed to the cross. And the verses in Colossians 2:14-17, are not speaking about God’s Ten Commandments; no, not at all. The reference to the Sabbath days has nothing to do with God’s fourth commandment, seventh day Sabbath. The Sabbath days referenced in verse 16 pertains to the seven annual feast days called Sabbath days. In verse 17 it says they were a shadow of things to come. They pointed to Christ and He was to fulfill all seven, therefore nailing the requirement to keep the feast days to the cross. God’s seventh day Sabbath however, points back to creation and it is eternal. 
In fact, God’s seventh day Sabbath will be kept throughout eternity as the scriptures reveal in Isaiah 66:22, 23 where it reads, “For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will make, shall remain before me, saith the LORD, so shall your seed and your name remain. And it shall come to pass, [that] from one new moon to another, and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith the LORD.”
Listen, Satan hates God, he hates Jesus, he hates God’s Ten Commandments and he especially hates God’s 4th commandment which begins with the word remember. Exodus 20:8 says, “Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.” Why do you think God wrote in stone on Mt. Sinai, Remember the Sabbath day? It was because He knew in the 4th century after Christ that His Sabbath would be changed from the seventh day to the first day of the week. It was changed by the beast power of Revelation chapter 13. The same “little horn” power of Daniel chapter 7. This great religious/political power got its seat and authority from Satan himself when pagan Rome became Papal Rome. God Himself could not change His Sabbath to Sunday because He said in Malachi 3:6 “For I [am] the LORD, I change not;” 
So the seventh day Sabbath that God made following the first 6 (24) hour days of creation, He blessed, sanctified and made holy. Nowhere in the entire Bible did He bless or make holy any other day of the week. Therefore if one says I keep the first day Sunday holy, they are stating impossibility, for it is not possible to keep a day holy, that’s not holy to begin with.

This is the very area where Satan has almost the entire Christian world in rebellion against God. God has made it crystal clear as to which day is the Lord’s Day and that is Saturday; actually sundown Friday to sundown Saturday. You may say isn’t that the Jewish Sabbath? No my friends, there is nothing Jewish about it. Jesus was the Creator and He established the seventh day Sabbath over 2,000 years before there was a Jew. It is the only Christian Sabbath, the only Lord’s Day. God says so Himself in Exodus 20:10 where it reads, “But the seventh day [is] the sabbath of the LORD thy God:” and in Matthew 12:8 the scripture says,   “For the Son of man is Lord even of the sabbath day.” It is the Lord’s Day. No where in the Bible can you connect Sunday with the Lord’s Day. In Revelation 1:10, John was in the Spirit on the seventh day Sabbath.
So here is the basis of my solemn appeal. Christians can keep 9 commandments and still be sinning by trampling God’s seventh day Sabbath. That is the iniquity Jesus spoke of in Matthew 7:23 when He has to tell Christians, “I never knew you.” You see, Satan has caused the great controversy between himself and Christ to be over a day to worship. Sunday is the Sabbath of Satan and Saturday is the Sabbath of Jesus Christ. Which day you choose to worship is a matter of transgressing God’s law or a matter of keeping His Sabbath holy. Ultimately it comes down to worshipping the Creator God, or being a worshipper of Satan by default.

The breach in God’s Law was made in the 4th century, when the bishops at Rome changed the Sabbath to Sunday, they reasoned in honor of the resurrection. A false notion still repeated today. Jesus had given us baptism to honor His death, burial and resurrection. But the real reason to change the Sabbath was to appease the pagans who were flooding the Christian church in record numbers. They had always worshipped the sun on the first day of the week and they would not change. The bishops at Rome also deleted the second commandment which forbids idol worship, also to appease the pagans.   

So, Sunday worship is not scriptural and is therefore not Christian. God is calling the people of the last days to repair the breach made in His law and to restore the paths of righteousness in His church and for us to get our feet off of His Sabbath. We read that in Isaiah 58:1, 12 & 13. Verse 1 reads, “Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and show my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins.” God is clearly stating that His people that call themselves Christians are transgressing His law and committing iniquity. Verse 12, reads “And [they that shall be] of thee shall build the old waste places: thou shalt raise up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The repairer of the breach, The restorer of paths to dwell in.” God was talking about our generation. In Old Testament times and in New Testament times, God’s people were seventh day Sabbath keepers. But this is telling us that there has been a time when God’s law would have been compromised and He would be calling His people to make it right again. Then in verse 13 He gets specific when He says, “If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, [from] doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the LORD, honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking [thine own] words:” Satan has this generation trampling all over God’s Sabbath and many defending Sunday as if it were sacred. 
Although I did not get to the 5 conditions of salvation, I surely will next week; as time is up for this week. Next week we will continue this most crucial subject, A Solemn appeal – Part 4. Have your Bible ready again next week as I want you to study along with me. This program is not for entertainment. Awesome Truths and Amazing Facts is here to help you to keep from being lost. 
If you would like to worship with seventh day Sabbath-keepers, come to the Victory Everlasting Gospel Church at our temporary location at the Hampton Inn Conference suite in South Hill, VA at the exit 12 interchange of Interstate 85. We meet at 9:15 am each Saturday the Lord’s Day and we will be meeting there until out new building has been completed, hopefully by early February 2008. 

Until next week, Jesus said in John 5:39, “Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me”. Even so, come Lord Jesus.
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