5/03/09 – 18SH – Third Segment “Shocking Facts about EASTER SUN-day – Part 2”
And the first segment of the third part of our Easter series called “Additional Historical Facts About Easter – Part 3”
Victory Ministries International presents:

Awesome Truths and Amazing Facts

Treasures of awesome truths from God’s Word

and facts that affect you!

Hello!  This is Richard Vaughn

In today’s message we will conclude the third segment of “Shocking Facts about EASTER SUN-day – Part 2” and then we will begin the first segment of the third part of our Easter series called “Additional Historical Facts About Easter – Part 3”
Before we begin, let us seek God’s guidance, “Heavenly Father, as we continue digging on through this series about “Easter” help us to really be able to separate all the facts from the fiction and the inherited traditions of men. Prepare our hearts right now to be blessed with words from on high, as I ask this in the precious name of Jesus, Amen.”
Right now, I continue to keep my pledge, to cry aloud and spare not, to lift up my voice like a trumpet and to show God’s people where they are transgressing God’s law.

We will now continue in this third part of the “Shocking Facts about EASTER SUN-day – Part 2” and we will discuss:  
Hot Cross Buns

     Among people of Western Europe, it is traditional to eat hot cross buns on Easter Sunday morning. These small, sweet buns are usually decorated with equal armed, or solar crosses made of white icing; but the Pagan Greeks also made offerings of cakes inscribed with the solar cross to several Goddesses. Eos, the Goddess of the Sunrise, was probably among these.  Anglo-Saxons too make offerings of cakes incised with solar crosses, and they were worn as amulets and hung in the homes for protection and prosperity. 

Source: Ancient Ways - Reclaiming Pagan Traditions, by Pauline Campanelli, Copyright 1991, Llewellyn Publications, A Division of Llewellyn Worldwide, Ltd., P.O. Box 64383, St. Paul, MN 55164-0383, page 45.

The hot cross buns of Good Friday, and the dyed eggs of Pasch or Easter Sunday, figured in the Chaldean [Babylonian] rites just as they do now. The "buns" known too by that identical name, were used in the worship of the queen of heaven, the goddess Easter [Ishtar/Astarte], as early as the days of Cecrops, the founder of Athens - that is, 1500 years before the Christian era. "One species of sacred bread," says Byrant, (1) "which used to be offered to the gods was of great antiquity, and called the Boun." Diogenes Laerius, speaking of this offering being made by Empedocles, describes the chief ingredients of which it was composed, saying, "He offered one of the sacred cakes called Boun, which was made of fine flour and honey." (2) The prophet Jeremiah takes notice of this kind of offering when he says, "The children gather wood, the fathers kindle the fire, and the women knead their dough, to make cakes to the queen of heaven." The hot cross buns are not now offered, but eaten, on the festival of Astarte; but this leaves no doubt as to whence they have been derived.

(1) Mythology, vol. i, p. 373.
(2) LAERTIUS, p. 227, B. 
Source: The Two Babylons, by the Rev. Alexander Hislop, published 1943 and 1959 in the U.S. by Loizeaux Brothers, Neptune New Jersey, pages 107-108.

Jer 7:18 “The children gather wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, and the women knead their dough, to make cakes to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto other gods, that they may provoke me to anger.
Jer 7:19 Do they provoke me to anger? saith the LORD: do they not provoke themselves to the confusion of their own faces? 
Jer 44:19 And when we burned incense to the queen of heaven, and poured out drink offerings unto her, did we make her cakes to worship her, and pour out drink offerings unto her, without our men?

This concludes the third part of the Easter series part 2. We will now begin the first part of the Easter series part 3.

“Additional Historical Facts About Easter - Part 3”
     Easter began long before the time of Christ. Easter was the Ishtar celebration. Ishtar, Astarte, Ashtoreth were all the same. It was a single pagan goddess that was worshiped, under various names, in different countries over the centuries. As we trace the historical background of this goddess, we can see where Easter got its name, how our modern practice of sunrise worship originated, and why it is always commemorated at a certain time each spring. The story of Easter also helps explain how Sunday sacredness began and the origin of the virgin worship.

     This mother goddess was variously known as Astarte, Ishtar, Ashtoreth, Cybele, Demeter, Ceres, Aphrodite, Venus, and Freya.

     “Astarte was the most important goddess of the pagan Semites. She was the goddess of love, fertility, and maternity for the Phoenicians, Canaanites, Aramaeans, South Arabs, and even the Egyptians. Her name was Ishtar in Babylonia and Assyria, where she was also the goddess of war. Some Old Testament stories call her Ashtoreth, and describe the construction of her altar by King Solomon and its destruction by King Josiah. Astarte was identified with the planet Venus. The Greeks called her Aphrodite, and the Romans knew her as Venus. "—World Book, Vol. 1, 782.

     ASTARTE IN PHOENICA—Astarte was the goddess of the ancient Phoenicians. She loved Adoni (Adonis), who was slain by a boar (a wild pig), but rose from the dead and then ascended to heaven in the sight of his worshipers. 

     ASTARTE IN SYRIA— In Syria, Astarte was the Great Mother goddess and queen of prostitutes. Her worship culminated at the vernal equinox. This is about March 21 of each year, when the day and night are of equal length; we today call it the first day of spring. This well-known historian, Will Durant, explains how the celebration of her lover, Adoni, was celebrated by the pagans on that day, by sexual orgies: 
"Religious prostitution flourished, for in Syria, as throughout western Asia, the fertility of the soil was symbolized in a Great Mother, or goddess, whose sexual commerce with her lover gave the hint to all the reproductive processes and energies of nature; and the sacrifice of virginity at the temples was not only an offering to Astarte, but a participation with her in that annual self-abandonment which, it was hoped, would offer an irresistible suggestion to the earth, and insure the increase of plants, animals, and men. About the time of the vernal equinox, the festival of the Syrian Astarte, like that of Cybele in Phrygia, was celebrated at Hierapolis with a fervor bordering upon madness. The noise of flutes and drums mingled with the wailing of the women for Astarte's dead lord, Adoni; eunuch priests danced wildly, and slashed themselves with knives. Then in the dark of the night, the priests brought a mystic illumination to the scene, opened the tomb of the young god, and announced triumphantly that Adoni, the lord, had risen from the dead. Touching the lips of the worshipers with balm, the priests whispered to them the promise that they, too, would some day rise from the grave." —Will Durant, History of Civilization, Vol. 1, 296-297. 

      ASHTORETH IN ISRAEL—The Israelites referred to Astarte as "Ashtoreth." In the Bible, the prophets of God denounced the worship of Ashtoreth, but many of the people worshiped her and her consort, Baal, the sun god. This worship was done amid groves of trees, on the summits of mountains. Here they worshiped sacred stones, practiced divination, and engaged in orgies as part of their worship of Ashtoreth and Baal. Because the myth of Astarte included the idea of a resurrected sun god, the sacred grove worship was carried on at daybreak as the sun was coming up. 

     The northern kingdom of Israel (Samaria) was destroyed because of such idolatry. Later, King Josiah of Judah marched through it and tore down the altars to Baal, 'and them also that burned incense unto Baal, to the sun, and to the moon, and to the planets.' He 'defiled Topheth . . that no man might make his son or his daughter to pass through the fire to Molech'; and he smashed the altars that Solomon had built for Chemosh, Milcom, and Astarte" (see 2 Kgs. 23:2, 4, 10, 13). 
ISHTAR IN SUMERIA AND BABYLONIA--Ishtar was the love goddess of the Babylonians. Her worship came down from earliest times in Sumeria, where her lover was Tammuz. She was the goddess of the mothers and prostitutes, and of love and war. 

     "Though her worshipers repeatedly addressed her as 'The Virgin,' 'The Holy Virgin,' and The Virgin Mother,' this merely meant that her amours were free from all taint of wedlock." –Will Durant, History of Civilization, Vol. I, page 235.

     Ishtar was said to be the daughter of Sin, the moon god. Her lover was Tammuz, the sun god. She was called the "Queen of Heaven" by her worshipers and their priests. According to the ancient myth, when Tammuz was slain by a wild animal, Ishtar raises him to life. Because of this, a yearly spring festival was held in honor of Ishtar, the mother goddess.

     "[This is the] myth of Ishtar and Tammuz. In the Sumerian form of the tale, Tammuz is Ishtar's younger brother; in the Babylonian form, he is sometimes her lover, sometimes her son; both forms seem to have entered into the myths of Venus and Adonis, Demeter and Persephone, and a hundred scattered legends of death and resurrection. To the Babylonians it was sacred history, faithfully believed and annually commemorated by mourning and wailing for the dead Tammuz, followed by riotous rejoicing over his resurrection. "—Ibid., 238-239. 

     ISHTAR IN SUMERIA —Even earlier in history, the Sumerians worshiped Innini, or Ishtar. Here is Durant’s description of her: 
"[The city] Uruk worshiped especially the virgin earth goddess Innini, known to the Semites of Akkad as Ishtar—the loose and versatile Aphrodite—Demeter of the Near East. Kish and Lagash worshiped a Mater Dolorsa, the sorrowful mother-goddess' Ninkarsag, who, grieved with the unhappiness of men, interceded for them with the siemer deities."—Ibid., 127.

     CYBELE IN PHRYGIA —Essentially the myths surrounding Cybele were so much like those of Greece, that the Greeks called the latter, Rhea Cybele, and considered the two divinities one. In Greece, her temple was at Athens. As usual, she resurrected her lover, Attis, each spring at the vernal equinox.

     DEMETER IN GREECE—Throughout the Near East, this mother goddess was variously known as Astarte, Ishtar, Ashtoreth, Cybele, Demeter, Ceres, Aphrodite, Venus, and Freya. 

Time is up for this week. Next week we will continue the Easter series with the second segment of the third part of our Easter series called “Additional Historical Facts About Easter – Part 3”
Until next week, Jesus said in John 5:39, “Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me”. Even so, come Lord Jesus.
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