5/07/08 – 19BL - “A Solemn Appeal“– Part 5
Victory Ministries International presents:

Awesome Truths and Amazing Facts

Treasures of awesome truths from God’s Word

and facts that affect you!

Hello!  This is Richard Vaughn

Today’s message is “A Solemn Appeal” Part 5
Before we begin, let us seek God’s guidance, “Heavenly Father, as we 
conclude with part 5 of this most important study pertaining to the solemn appeal you want me to make to Your people; I pray that You bless those listening today with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, so that we may understand how Satan has deceived the Christian world into believing so many lies, that have lead to many critical deceptions in the understanding of Your Word. We pray for wisdom, knowledge and understanding so that we may live in the center of Your revealed will, as we ask in Jesus Name, Amen.”

Right now, I continue to keep my pledge, to cry aloud and spare not, to lift up my voice like a trumpet and to show God’s people where they are transgressing God’s law.

For the last 4 weeks, I have made a most solemn regarding the fact that the Christian church today is in a greater state of apostasy then ancient Israel ever was. The church sees itself as rich and increased in goods and having need of nothing, but God says the Christian church today as represented by the Laodicean period, is wretched, miserable, poor, blind and naked. Revelation 3:17.
The chief problem is the indifference to God’s Ten Commandments. The fact is that they an eternal transcript of His character. We looked at James who tells us that if we break one of God’s Ten Commandments that we are as guilty before God as if we broke all 10. We read that in James 2:10, 11, “For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one [point], he is guilty of all. For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law.” James is talking about the Ten Commandments for he named the 6th and 7th commandments.
So many people will take one scripture and make a doctrine out of it. But they fail to do the searching required to see what else applies. They soothe their conscience with a surface study and live an unsanctified, superficial, nominal Christian life, which pleases Satan.
I am going to give you a mighty example of how people misuse God’s word. Many think that God changes, but Malachi 3:6 says, “For I [am] the LORD, I change not;” In Psalm 89:34 God says, “My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips.” This my brothers and sisters in Christ means that God does not change what He has spoken. When He said, Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy; He was talking about His seventh day, not Sunday the first day.
But let me give you another example of the obstinate attitude of many Christians today. God is the author of the entire Bible and it was the Holy Spirit which inspired men to write it. God had Moses write the health laws and they were not just for the Jews. They were written for all of mankind. God said in Leviticus 11:7, 8, “And the swine, though he divide the hoof, and be clovenfooted, yet he cheweth not the cud; he [is] unclean to you. Of their flesh shall ye not eat, and their carcase shall ye not touch; they [are] unclean to you.” And then repeated it in Deuteronomy 14:8 “And the swine, because it divideth the hoof, yet cheweth not the cud, it [is] unclean unto you: ye shall not eat of their flesh, nor touch their dead carcase.” This was not a health law for the Jews. Noah lived hundreds of years before there was the first Jew and he knew the difference between clean and unclean. The unclean came on the ark in twos, but the clean animals in sevens.
All right now I know what you are thinking. You are ready to tell your radio, “Brother Vaughn, have you never read 1 Timothy 4:4? It says, “For every creature of God [is] good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving:” And that’s where you get the idea that it is suddenly all right to eat the pig. But everybody forgets that the next verse says something extremely important, verse 5, “For it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer.” Something that is sanctified is set apart from the unsanctified, and the Word of God sanctifies the clean meats to be eaten, but never the unclean. You who think that eating the pig is okay, better listen to what I am about to read next. It comes from the 66th chapter of Isaiah, verses 15-17. It’s talking about the second coming of Jesus and who will be destroyed. Listen carefully, “For, behold, the LORD will come with fire, and with his chariots like a whirlwind, to render his anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire. For by fire and by his sword will the LORD plead with all flesh: and the slain of the LORD shall be many. They that sanctify themselves, and purify themselves in the gardens behind one [tree] in the midst, eating swine's flesh, and the abomination, and the mouse, shall be consumed together, saith the LORD.”
Did you hear what God says? Those who sanctify themselves are the deluded ones who think its okay to eat what God said don’t eat. And He said He will slay those who eat the pig, and the abomination which is seafood scavengers and the mouse. God never wanted His people eating the garbage eaters. Their flesh is contaminated with filth and parasites. The pig is no cleaner today then he was in the time of Moses and people today are still getting trichinosis eating pork.
This is just one example of how people do not study what the Bible really says, and so they feed their fleshly lusts with the forbidden. Also it is taught from the pulpits that all you have to do is believe in Jesus and you’ll be saved, even if you go right on sinning until Jesus comes. If you believe, Satan is pleased and you will share his ultimate fate.

Now let’s really talk about salvation. If we go through this life and are lost, we have lived a meaningless, purposeless existence. God wanted every human being to be saved and He provided the means to salvation. You know, there is only one basis of salvation, but did you know there are 5 conditions to salvation?

First we will discuss the one basis of salvation. Here it is plain and simple. We are saved by the grace of God through faith in what Jesus has done for us as our substitute. Why do we need a substitute? Because Romans 3:23 tells us “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;” And what is sin? The Bible defines sin in 1 John 3:4, “Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.” Sin is willfully and knowingly breaking any single commandment in God’s Ten Commandments. What is the penalty for sin? Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin [is] death;” The wages or payment for sin is death, not the first death which we all must die as mortal beings, no this is talking about the second death from which there will be no resurrection. Rev. 2:11; 20:6, 14; 21:8. So when Jesus died on the cross, He vicariously died the second death for the redeemed of all the ages. He became our substitute; however His death will be in vain for every Christian that fails to understand the will of God. David wrote about the will of God in Psalm 40:8. “I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law [is] within my heart.” 
There is nothing we can do to merit salvation for works will save no one. Good works are the evidence exhibited by a Christian who is in a saved condition. But no amount of good works will contribute to a person’s salvation. I will use Billy Graham as an example. In spite of a lifelong service to God and the many evangelistic crusades he has held around the world, nothing he has done contributes to his salvation. They are good works. Jesus earned Billy’s salvation on that cross. But let’s say that Billy died with un-confessed and un-repented sin on his record, he would be lost. I do not say so, Jesus said so in Matthew 7:21-23, “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” 

You see iniquity is breaking a commandment. Now please don’t think I am saying Billy Graham is saved or lost, that is between him and the Judge of the universe. I only use his example as one who may have spent an entire life in service to God, yet it contributes nothing towards one’s earning eternal life. Even Paul stated that in spite of his service, he could still be lost in 1 Corinthians 9:27, “But I keep under my body, and bring [it] into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.”  Paul knew when he died that he would be resurrected when Jesus comes as he so states in 2 Timothy 4:7, 8, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished [my] course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.”
All right now the basis of salvation is that we are saved by the grace of God through faith in what Jesus has done for us as our substitute.
Now we will discuss the 5 conditions of salvation: 
1. BELIEVE – John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
2. REPENT – Luke 13:3, 5 “I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” “I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.”
3. CONFESS – 1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us [our] sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
4. BAPTISM – John 3:3, 5. 6 “Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and [of] the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”
5. KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS – John 14:15 “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” 1 John 2:3, 4 “And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments.” “He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.”
Time is up for this week. Next week we will start a new short series that will make it unmistakably clear as which day is really God’s Sabbath and why there is only one Christian Lord’s Day.

Listen, why don’t you start keeping God’s seventh day Sabbath this coming Saturday? God’s faithful people will keep it throughout eternity, why not start now? If you would like to worship with seventh day Sabbath-keepers, come to the Victory Everlasting Gospel Church at our temporary location at the Hampton Inn Conference suite in South Hill, VA at the exit 12 interchange of Interstate 85. We meet at 9:15 am each Saturday the Lord’s Day and we will be meeting there until our new building has been completed, hopefully by early February 2008. We will let you know when it is open. 

Until next week, Jesus said in John 5:39, “Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me”. Even so, come Lord Jesus.
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