5/27/09 – 21BL – Second Segment ““Additional Historical Facts About Easter – Part 3”
Victory Ministries International presents:

Awesome Truths and Amazing Facts

Treasures of awesome truths from God’s Word

and facts that affect you!

Hello!  This is Richard Vaughn

In today’s message we will conclude the second segment of “Additional Historical Facts About Easter – Part 3”
Before we begin, let us seek God’s guidance, “Heavenly Father, there is so much that this generation of Christians do not know or understand about the pagan roots of “Easter.” Help us to separate all the facts from the fiction and the inherited traditions of men. Prepare our hearts right now to be blessed with words from on high, as I ask this in the precious name of Jesus, Amen.”
Right now, I continue to keep my pledge, to cry aloud and spare not, to lift up my voice like a trumpet and to show God’s people where they are transgressing God’s law.

We will now conclude final second segment of “Additional Historical Facts About Easter – Part 3” and thus complete our study of Easter.

Last week we were discussing the mother goddess of the pagans known by different names in different parts of the pagan world. She was known as Astarte in Phoenicia, Syria and Egypt; Ishtar in Sumeria and Babylon; Ashtoreth in Israel; Cybele in Phrygia; Demeter in Greece. The Greeks called her Aphrodite, and the Romans knew her as Venus.
DEMETER IN GREECE—Throughout the Near East, this mother goddess was variously known as Astarte, Ishtar, Ashtoreth, Cybele, Demeter, Ceres, Aphrodite, Venus, and Freya. 
She had a special lover (sometimes called her son; and, in one case, her daughter). Thus, for example, we have Isis and Horus, the sun god (Osiris was the son), in Egypt (in later Egypt, Osiris was called Serapis); Ishtar and Tammuz, in Bablyon and Sumeria; Cybele and Attis, in Phrygia; Aphrodite and Adonis, in Syria; Atys and Bendis, in Asia; and Anaita and Haoma (later called Mithra), in Persia. 
She also had a special son (who was sometimes the same as his father). So we have Isis and Osiris, in Egypt; Ishtar and Tammuz, in Babylonia; Astarte and Adonis, in Syria; Demeter and Persephone (a daughter), in Greece; and Cybele and Attis, in Phrygia. 
In Greece, she is called Demeter; and she obtained the yearly resurrection, each spring, of her daughter (not a son in this instance), Persephone. 
"Essentially it [the myth of Demeter and Persephone] was the same myth as that of Isis and Osiris, in Egypt; Tammuz and Ishtar, in Babylonia: Astarte and Adonis, in Syria: Cybele and Attis, in Phrygia. The cult of motherhood survived through classical times to take new life in the worship of Mary, the mother of God." — source Will Durant, History of Civilization, Vol. 2, 178. 
ARTEMIS IN IONIA—Ephesus was the major city of Ionia; and its temple of Artemis (called Diana in Acts 19) was famous, for it was the largest Greek temple ever built. 
CERES, IN POSEIDONIA—The temple of Ceres stood on the site of an earlier temple to Poseidon. Here Ceres was venerated. 
VENUS OF THE ROMANS—Venus (also called Aphrodite) was equivalent to the earth fertility and love goddess of the other Near Eastern nations. According to some stories, her son was Aeneas, the ancestor of the Romans; according to others, Cupid. In Rome, every month was dedicated to a god, and April belonged to Venus. She was worshiped as the Mother goddess of their race, since they were supposed to be descended from her through Aeneas. Later, they dedicated their days to gods and borrowed, from the Persians, the sacred sun god, Mithra, on that day. 
ANAITA AND MITHRA OF PERSIA—As we pass down through time, we come to Persia and the goddess Anaita—the love, or earth, goddess. Their chief god was the sun god, Ahura-Mazda, who later became known as Mithra (also called Mithras). Under the name, Mithra, he became the most important god in Rome before Chris​tianity won out. 
"For a while, under Darius II [521-486], it [the worship of Ahura-Mazda] became the spiritual expression of a nation at its height. Underneath the official worship of Ahura-Mazda, the cult of Mithra and Anaita—god of the sun and goddess of vegetation and fertility, generation and sex—continued to find devotees; and in the days of Artaxeres II [404-359 B.C.] their names began to appear again in the royal inscriptions. Thereafter Mithra grew powerfully in favor and Ahura-Mazda faded away until, in the first centuries of our era, the cult of Mithra as a divine youth of beautiful countenance—With a radiant halo over his head as a symbol of his ancient identity with the sun—spread throughout the Roman Empire, and shared in giving Christmas to Christianity. Christmas was originally a solar festival, celebrating, at the winter solstice, the lengthening of the day and the triumph of the sun over his enemies. It became a Mithraic, and finally a Christian, holy day."—Will Durant, The Story of Civilization, Vol. 1,372. 
The leading gods of ancient Persia were Mithra, the sun god; Anaita, the nature goddess; and her lover Haoma, who rose to life again. Later, the dying-rising Haoma became transformed into the dying-rising MIthra, the saviour god who, in the hands of Satan, became the chief counterfeit of Christianity in the Roman Empire after the time of Christ. MIthra worship was a carefully contrived counterfeit of Christianity, which Satan suggested to the minds of men over the centuries. 
But then, in the fourth century A.D., when Christianity won over Mithraism, Mithraic and Ishtar elements of worship were incorporated into Christian worship also. 
Because Mithra was always shown with a solar halo around his head, so portraits and statues of Christ (and Mary and the saints) had halos around their heads also. 
Because worshipers of Ishtar presented her with two fertility symbols—eggs and bunny rabbits—these became part of the Christian Easter service. 
Because sunrise on Sunday morning, at the beginning of spring, was next to December 25th, the holiest day in the Mithraic calendar, the practice of Easter sunrise services continued on into Christianity. 
Because Mithra was worshiped on the first day of the week, which the Persians and Romans called the sun day, Sunday sacredness—which is nowhere to be found in the Bible—came into the Christian church. 
Because Mithra, the sun, "died and rose to life" each year on December 25 (when the sun became lowest in the sky), the birth of Christ began to be celebrated on that date (although it is clear from facts in the Bible that He was born in the fall of that year, no later than October). 
Because the Ishtar (Astarte, Astoreth, etc.) celebration was held each spring on a Sun​day, close to the vernal equinox, the ascension of Christ was changed from 40 days af​ter the time of Passover (as told us in the Bible) to the annual Easter celebration. 
All this began centuries before in paganism, with the Ishtar and Tammuz legend. 
We have carefully considered what ancient, secular historical records reveal. Here are facts from another ancient historical record, the Bible: 
The word Easter does not appear but once in the entire bible and that is in Acts 12:4 “And when he had apprehended him, he put [him] in prison, and delivered [him] to four quaternions of soldiers to keep him; intending after Easter to bring him forth to the people.” In the Strong’s concordance it says that the Greek word for Easter #3957 is pasca or pascha,  pas'-khah and that it is of Chaldee origin (compare 6453); the Passover (the meal, the day, the festival or the special sacrifices connected with it):--Easter, Passover.

As we have learned in our studies on Easter, there is nothing Christian about it. The so called holy day Christians celebrate today is 100% pagan in origin and the celebration of Easter is offensive to God and is as much an idolatrous form of worship as when ancient Israel fell into the worship of the idols of their surrounding nations. The 40 days of lent was the annual mourning period for the pagan god Tammuz. Ezekiel 8:13, 14 says, “He said also unto me, Turn thee yet again, [and] thou shalt see greater abominations that they do. Then he brought me to the door of the gate of the LORD'S house which [was] toward the north; and, behold, there sat women weeping for Tammuz.”  
In Ezekiel 8:15, 16 it goes on to say, “Then said he unto me, Hast thou seen [this], O son of man? turn thee yet again, [and] thou shalt see greater abominations than these. And he brought me into the inner court of the LORD'S house, and, behold, at the door of the temple of the LORD, between the porch and the altar, [were] about five and twenty men, with their backs toward the temple of the LORD, and their faces toward the east; and they worshipped the sun toward the east.” Do you realize what this is saying; the leaders of the church had their backs to the temple and were worshipping the sun.
The Christian world today is steeped in the pagan worship practices brought into the Christian church by the pagans when there were mass conversions of pagans in the 4th century after Christ. This was all brought about because the leaders of the church at that time were in a terrible state of apostasy, and so the bishops at Rome changed God’s holy and blessed Sabbath day from Saturday to the pagan day of the worship of the sun, Sunday. This was a change that had no authority in scripture. In the 16th century and beyond, as the reformation picked up steam and many reformers defied the Papacy in protest, believing the Papacy to be the anti-Christ, Protestantism grew. As one reformer died, another was raised to bring new light. Denomination after denomination developed, but sadly, they all continued to hold the counterfeit pagan Sabbath of Satan, Sunday. And I marvel at the whole Christian world today that have Bibles that continue to reveal that Saturday is still God’s only seventh day Sabbath. 
Time is up for this week. Next week we will start a new series on another area where the Christian world is embracing a false doctrine built on a traditional understanding that is in direct opposition to the Word of God. “Are the Dead Really Dead? Part 1”
Until next week, Jesus said in John 5:39, “Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me”. Even so, come Lord Jesus.
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