6/13/09 – 24LAW - “The Issue that Divides the World - Part 10”
Victory Ministries International presents:

Awesome Truths and Amazing Facts  

Treasures of awesome truths from God’s Word 

and facts that affect you!

Hello!  This is Richard Vaughn

Today’s message is “The Issue that Divides the World” - Part 10

Before we begin, let us seek God’s guidance, “Heavenly Father, today as we move on in this study of the issue that divides the world, an issue that Satan has almost the whole Christian world confused and deceived over, we pray the Holy Spirit may increase our knowledge and understanding, especially on this important subject as we ask in Jesus Name, Amen.”

Right now, I continue to keep my pledge, to cry aloud and spare not, to lift up my voice like a trumpet and to show God’s people where they are transgressing God’s law.

Last week we had clearly identified the Papacy of Rome as the antichrist first beast power of Revelation chapter 13 with 10 points of identification. Friends understand that when you study God’s Word, He will expose error. This is not Pastor Vaughn saying these things, this is God who speaks through His Word in the King James version of the Bible. Let’s review those 10 points and then will give you two more, just like we identified the Papacy in Rome as the little horn power of Daniel chapter 7 with 12 identifying points.
Point #1. It comes up into power, among the existing nations, since it rises up with the ten horns.

Point #2. The seven heads geographically locate it, which pinpoints it to the seven hills of Rome, the only such place in Western Europe.

Point #3. By virtue of the Bible definition, it is a religious power because it is a corrupt church. The ten horn nations are political powers identified by the crowns.

Point #4. This religio-political power is a blaspheming power. 

Point #5 – Papal Rome receives its power seat and authority from Pagan Rome, who got it from Satan, the dragon. 
Point #6 – Papacy receives a deadly wound.

Point #7 – The deadly wound is healed.

Point #8 – The whole world wonders after or worships the Papacy.
Point #9 – This power would continue 1,260 years which it did from 538 to 1798.
Point #10 – It persecuted God’s people.
We will now proceed this week’s study with point #11.

Point #11 is also in verse 7. “Power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.” The rulers of all nations had to yield to the authority of the Pope, and if there was any rebellion by a national ruler, it was dealt with swiftly. 

Revelation 13:8 says, “And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.”  This is covered in Point #8.

Revelation 13:9 says, “If any man have an ear, let him hear.”  (God says pay attention!!)

Revelation 13:10 says, “He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with the sword must be killed with the sword.” This is enlarging on Point #6, where the Papacy receives the deadly wound in 1798. He was taken captive to France where he died a year later.

Verses 11-17 are the second beast of Revelation 13 that forms an image to the Papacy. We will cover that second beast in an upcoming broadcast. Right now I want to go to the 12th Point of identification of the Papacy. The other 11 make it unmistakable as to who the beast is. But because it is there, it must apply. It deals with the mystical number 666, which so many people concentrate on and speculate to its meaning, without identifying the beast first. Does the number 666 apply to the Papacy? Let’s read 

Revelation 13:18 “Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six.”  

666.  6 is man’s number. 3 is God’s number. 666 is man in God’s place. Ultimately, 666, a triple six, would be the symbol of the worship of the creature rather than the worship of the Creator God, and represents continually falling short of God's ideal, represented in the number 7.

Once inscribed in the pope’s mitre are the words Vicarius Filii Dei, which is the Latin for Vicar of the Son of God." which means “in the place of God.”

 “count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man”
The ancient method of deriving the number of a name is to take the numerical value of all letters and add them up to get the sum.  To apply this test to the papacy, we must find the official name of the pope, who is the head of his church.  According to the official Roman Catholic weekly magazine called Our Sunday Visitor, here's what it says:  

 
April 18, 1915, the question was asked, "What are the letters inscribed in the pope's crown, and what do they signify if anything."  

The answer given according to the Catholic magazine itself, "The letters inscribed in the Pope's miter are these:  Vicarius Filii Dei, which is the Latin for Vicar of the Son of God." 

 
The word vicar is the Latin word from which we get the expression "vice", such as "vice president," a substitute president, or one who acts for the president.  Thus the pope claims to take the place of Christ as the vicar, the Son of God. 

The Latin alphabet is used by the Church of Rome.  Roman letters have numerical value.   Every person's name had a number because of the Roman alphabet having numerical value. Many of the Caesar's and kings, as you look back at the old Roman records, sealed their official documents with their name and their number. The number 666 was very popular because it was actually the mystical number given for the sun.   

So, with this official name of the pope in hand, Vicarius Filii Dei, one of the most exalted titles of the Roman pontiff, we can compute the value of the Roman Numerals, and discover another amazing fact. If you add up the numerical value, you'll find out Vicarius, V=5, I=1 C=100, A & R no value, I=1, U and V =5, S no value, so Vicarius = 112, Filii, F no value, I=1, L=50, I=1, I=1, so Filii = 53, then Dei, D=500, E no value, I=1, so Dei = 501; you add 112, 53 and 501 and it equals the number 666. 

Seeing the 666 application only adds weight and strength to that which has already been said in making the application to the papal power.  It is the capstone proof in conjunction with all the other marks laid down so clearly in the Scripture.

Remember, God is talking about the religio-political system, the Vatican City, which ruled the world for so many years.  This power would continue until Christ’s second coming.  

In 2 Thessalonians 2:3-8 Paul warned the Christian church about this antichrist religious power in advance, “2:3 “Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things? And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:” Paul called this great counterfeit the man of sin, the son of perdition Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God; as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God; the mystery of iniquity; but Paul says that he will be consumed at the second coming of Christ. Do you want to be caught in the worship of this religious power that God will finally destroy? God says to remember His seventh day Sabbath which is Saturday and to keep it holy. Satan says worship me and keep my counterfeit first day Sunday. Who gets our worship?

Well let’s now recap the 12 points of the identification of the Antichrist Papacy as the first beast of Revelation 13, they are as follows:

Point #1. It comes up into power in existing nations.

Point #2. It is geographically located in Rome. 

Point #3. It is a corrupt church government. 

Point #4. This religio-political power is a blaspheming power.

Point #5. Papal Rome receives its power seat and authority from Pagan Rome, who got it from Satan,

Point #6. Papacy receives a deadly wound.

Point #7. The deadly wound is healed.

Point #8. The whole world wonders after or worships the Papacy.

  
Point #9. Ruled for 1,260 years.

Point #10. It will persecute God’s people.
Point #11. Has power over all nations.

Point #12. The number of the Papacy is 666.
Now that we have clearly identified the antichrist power as the first beast of Revelation 13 as being the same little horn power of Daniel chapter 7, and since we showed 12 points of identification in Daniel 7 and 12 points of identification in Revelation, we can now identify the mark of the beast. Realize this, that you can never identify the mark of the beast without knowing who the beast is.

We’re going to have to leave it right there as time is up for this week. Next week we will continue this series titled “THE ISSUE THAT DIVIDES THE WORLD” part 11

Now listen to me as God, if in your heart you really want to follow Jesus and if you would like to honor God by worshipping with God’s people on His seventh day Sabbath, the only day Jesus recognizes as His Sabbath, the day He blessed and sanctified over 2,000 years before there was even a Jew, and before sin entered this world, and the same seventh day Sabbath that Isaiah 66:22, 23 says that God’s people will keep in the new heaven and earth, yes if it is your desire to honor God on His seventh day Sabbath, then come to the Victory Everlasting Gospel Church in South Hill at 139 Country Lane, about one mile down from the Cracker Barrel. We meet every Saturday morning (the real Lord’s Day) at 9:15 am for Sabbath School and 11:00 am for worship hour. This is God’s call to you to make a decision for Him. I want to meet you so plan to come see me next Sabbath.

Until next week, Jesus said in John 5:39, “Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me”. Come Lord Jesus.
1

