6/15/08 – 24SH - “The High Cost of the Cross“– Part 4
Victory Ministries International presents:

Awesome Truths and Amazing Facts

Treasures of awesome truths from God’s Word

and facts that affect you!

Hello!  This is Richard Vaughn

Today’s message is “The High Cost of the Cross” Part 4
Before we begin, let us seek God’s guidance, “Heavenly Father, as we conclude this series on the High Cost of the Cross, help us with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, to understand what the true cost was to heaven, to you Father, and also what was at stake, so that we may never allow ourselves to take for granted, the salvation that was purchased at infinite cost. We know that salvation is free, but it wasn’t cheap. Help us to understand how to live our lives in the center of Your revealed will, as we ask in Jesus Name, Amen.”
Right now, I continue to keep my pledge, to cry aloud and spare not, to lift up my voice like a trumpet and to show God’s people where they are transgressing God’s law.
Today in the final part 4 of the High Cost of the Cross, we are going to look at the price of redemption that had been paid and ask the question; “was it too high?”
Last week we looked again at the scene around that cross. God looked upon those wicked men as they spat upon Jesus and hit Him in the face with their fists. They were unworthy to touch the hem of His garment, but they were mauling Him to death. He held the power in His hand to smite those little men into oblivion. He could save His Son from cruel taunts and blows, but if He had intervened not one human being would ever live again. Adam, Abraham Joseph, Daniel, and every other child of Adam would be lost for eternity. Their resurrection depended wholly upon the death and resurrection of His Beloved Son. In His omniscience God must have remembered every individual face and name, even of those who had not yet been born.
In that moment God thought about you and me. Even though He saw all our miserable failures He still wanted us to be with Him for eternity. He knew the great majority would not accept the offer of eternal life with Him, even though it would be provided at such a fearful cost. But He also knew that a few would love Him and gladly receive the substitutionary death of His Son in their behalf. So God turned away from His Son, and allowed Him to be crushed to death under the weight of sins He did not commit. Even the sun hid its face from the terrible scene, and the earth shuddered in protest. "It is finished," Jesus cried, and yielded up His life. John 19:30.
     The price of redemption had been paid. Was it too high? For multiplied millions it was an empty investment, a wasted sacrifice. They would lightly esteem the entire transaction and reject it out of hand. But what about you? Now that you see a little clearer what it cost, do you find yourself responding to the investment He made in your salvation? 
     So far we have focused upon the enormous scope of the atonement - how it provided for every man, woman, and child who has ever lived. This emphasis should not obscure the terribly personal aspect of what He did. The quality of that love which brought Jesus to His death on the cross was such that He would have made the same sacrifice for even one soul. I need to remind myself every day that God not only "so loved the world," but He so loved me, that He gave His Son. The genius of the entire plan of salvation revolved around the application of His death to individuals. 
     Christ's love for people is repeatedly dramatized in the Bible. We see it in His time-consuming, one-person interviews. Some of His most significant spiritual discourses were delivered to single individuals. We see it also in the dangerous voyage He made across the sea to deliver the Gadarene demoniac. It occupied fully two days of His precious time to cross that stormy water and return. Only one man was directly contacted during that unpleasant excursion, but that man, later, turned the whole countryside toward the Saviour. 
We must watch Jesus relate to Nicodemus, the leper, the harlot, and the despised tax-assessor before we can understand the value of a single soul. He took time with people regardless of their position or possessions. The woman of Samaria was just another shameless community "character" when Christ took the opportunity to engage her in a conversation that turned her life upside down. 
     Undoubtedly Jesus looked at each person as a candidate for eternal life. How else can we explain His association with Simon, Zacchaeus, and Mary Magdalene? He saw in every soul the glorious potential of reflecting His own holy character for both time and eternity. He saw there the reason for His incarnation. Each soul was the one He had come to redeem. Those were the faces which came into His mind as He hung on the cross, strengthening Him to drain the cup of His suffering. 
     One of the most astounding statements in the Bible about the atonement is found in He- brews 12:2, "Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God." 

     How could that terrible experience on the cross have any joy connected with it? We are assured that some joyful motive girded Him for the shame and humiliation of the crucifixion. What was "the joy that was set before him"? Here lies the secret of His self-abnegation. He did it in the strength of the anticipated joy of opening wide the gates of Paradise to welcome us into His never-ending kingdom. It was love for us, and the desire to be with us for eternity which led Him to endure the unendurable. Here is a positive assurance that He was thinking of you and me as He bore the wrenching cruelties of the cross. 
     Is one soul worth such an infinite price? In the light of eternity the answer is Yes. Consider the amazing fact that one redeemed soul will outlive all the combined years of earth's total population. Eventually, in eternity, the life of that one person will outstrip by a million times all the life spans of all the inhabitants of this world put together. In this sense, one saved person represents more life, more accomplishment, and greater fulfillment than all the lost people combined. Jesus must have recognized that truth every time He looked into the face of a man, woman, or child. In even the most degraded human being He saw a life that could memorialize His love for longer than time had been computed. 
     With these glimpses into the real costs of Calvary, how could anyone lightly esteem His mission to planet earth? You can be that soul who will bear an everlasting witness to the love and grace of our Saviour. Never has so much been provided for so little. By a single step of faith we may exchange the deadly birthrights of the first Adam for the un-searchable riches of the second Adam. In a moment of surrender and acceptance we begin to share the life He deserved, because He was willing to bear the guilt, condemnation, and death we deserved. What an exchange! It will be the exhaustless theme of our study for all eternity. And as ages roll by, we will continue to get new, thrilling insights into the nature of His atoning love and sacrifice. "How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation?" Hebrews 2:3. So great? So very great! There is no answer to the question because there is no escape. Accept that salvation now that costs so much to provide. Don't neglect it another moment.

That concludes our study on the “High Cost of the Cross.”

In the remaining time of today’s broadcast, I would like to discuss something that is so important and it really connects with the subject we have been studying. The whole purpose of the death of Jesus was to save us from sin, so that we can spend eternity with Him and the Father. But His death will be in vain for us if we choose to go on sinning and then suddenly died with un-confessed, un-repented sin on our record.
All the power that Jesus had at His disposal to resist temptation and keep from sinning, when He walked in this veil of tears, is available to each and every one of us. We can overcome and provision is there to keep from sinning. But Satan would rather have us believe that we can go on sinning until Jesus comes and then somehow be made perfect. That’s a monster lie and any church teaching such a false doctrine is acting as an agent of Satan.

Jesus died to save us from sin, not in our sins. God cannot save one individual that is unsafe to save, as the virus of sin must be eradicated from the universe. 

God’s people in this final generation before Jesus comes will be Ten Commandment keepers, and that includes the 4th commandment, “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.” On the violation of that commandment alone, Satan has almost the whole Christian world deceived.

1 John 3:4 says, “…sin is the transgression of the law.” And Romans 6:23 says, “For the wages (or payment) of sin [is] death;” The death spoken here is not the first death which we all must die, unless Jesus comes first, no the death spoken here is the 2nd death which will be permanent and final.

So if sin is breaking a commandment, and violation of the 4th commandment pertains to the seventh day Sabbath of the Lord thy God, then doesn’t it make sense that we should keep Saturday Holy as He commanded us to do? 


Satan hates God and he hates God’s law and in particular the 4th commandment. He wanted the worship of earth’s inhabitants and he used his influence on the bishops of Rome to create a different Sabbath, the one used by the pagans in their worship of the sun. Emperor Constantine became a Christian, halted the persecution of the Christians, and influenced the change in the day of worship so as to flood the church with pagans. Although the transition from Sabbath to Sunday took about two hundred years, Satan was successful in getting the Christian world to do away with God’s Sabbath and honor the pagan day of worship.
Sunday-keeping is a tradition started by the Roman Catholic Church in the 4th century after Christ. Jesus kept the seventh day Sabbath and so did the apostles.

Some say it doesn’t matter. God says Remember the Sabbath day. But the Christian world says NO to God and embraces the tradition of the Roman Catholic Church instead. What does Jesus call this tradition? Matthew 15:9 “But in vain they do worship me, teaching [for] doctrines the commandments of men.” He calls it vain worship.
Time is up for this week. Next week we will begin a brand new series based on a prophecy in Revelation that is about to happen in the near future. Don’t miss a single program on this series called, “The National Sunday Law.”
Listen, you know that God’s seventh day Sabbath is Saturday. If you would like to be obedient to God’s Word and keep the Sabbath He said to remember, then come to the Victory Everlasting Gospel Church at our brand new location in South Hill, at 139 Country Lane about one mile down from the Cracker Barrel on the right. We meet at 9:15 am for Sabbath school and the worship hour at 11:00 AM each Saturday the real Lord’s Day. 

Until next week, Jesus said in John 5:39, “Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me”. Even so, come Lord Jesus.
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