7/20/08 – 29SH - “The National Sunday Law“– Part 5
Victory Ministries International presents:

Awesome Truths and Amazing Facts

Treasures of awesome truths from God’s Word

and facts that affect you!

Hello!  This is Richard Vaughn

Today’s message is “The National Sunday Law” Part 5, we are in the chapter titled, “The Beast Identified” Part 4
Before we begin, let us seek God’s guidance, “Heavenly Father, as we continue this series on the National Sunday Law, help your children in this listening audience to realize, with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, that this is the dominant issue that will decide the end of the controversy that has plagued planet earth for these last almost 6,000 years, and also Lord what is at stake in everyone’s decision regarding this matter. Help us to understand how to live our lives in the center of Your revealed will, as we ask in Jesus Name, Amen.”
Right now, I continue to keep my pledge, to cry aloud and spare not, to lift up my voice like a trumpet and to show God’s people where they are transgressing God’s law.
Chapter 2 - The Beast Identified part 4.
For the last three weeks, we have set out to identify the beast power of Revelation 13:1, 2. We learned eight of the points that identify this power and we were about to discover the eight Biblical references that give the duration of time that the beast power would rule.

But first let’s review the first eight identifying points:

1) A "beast" in prophecy represents a kingdom, a nation, a power. 

2) This beast comes up in a highly populated area. 
3) This beast has seven heads and ten horns. 

4) The beast is a blasphemous power. 

5) The beast gets his power, seat, and great authority from the dragon, Satan. 

6) This is not only a political power but a religious power as well. It demands worship and gets it. 

7) It is a world-wide power. "All the world wondered after the beast." Revelation 13:3. 
8) The first beast of Revelation 13 is the same power that is described in Daniel 7 as the “Little Horn Power.”
9) The next clue as to who the beast is, is the time period which God gives for its reign before it receives its "deadly wound." It would reign for 1260 years. Just so there's no mistake on this, He repeats this period seven times in Daniel and Revelation! 
Last week we were about to give the seven Bible references to the 1,260 year reign of the beast power; so today we will get right in to those verses.
The seven verses mentioning the 1260 year time period are all speaking of the same power which persecutes God's people. These texts are as follows: Daniel 7:25; Daniel 12:7; Revelation 11:2; Revelation 11:3; Revelation 12:6; Revelation 12:14; and Revelation 13:5. 
The key that unlocks the time prophecies is the principle given in Ezekiel 4:6 and Numbers 14:34. These verses reveal to us that one day in prophecy equals one literal year. For this reason all time prophecies must be first broken down into days. Using this Bible "key," time prophecies work out perfectly and become easy to understand. 
A month in Bible reckoning contains 30 days. A year contains 360 days. This is the formula for understanding all prophetic time. In Daniel 7:25; 12:7 and Revelation 12:14, the time given is "time," "times," and "half a time." This equals 3 1/2 times. From Daniel 4 we learn that a "time" equals one literal year. In that chapter you'll find that King Nebuchadnezzar lost his mind as Daniel predicted, and crawled around in the field for "seven times." He was in that condition for 7 literal years. So 3 1/2 times equals 3 1/2 years (3 1/2 years contain 1260 days). 
Revelation 11:3 and 12:6 plainly gives the time as 1260 days (that the beast would persecute God's people). 
Using the day for a year principle found in Ezekiel 4:6 and Numbers 14:34, we see that this power would rule for 1260 years before receiving its "deadly wound." When we take a look at the beast power, we see that this is exactly what has happened. For God to repeat this time period seven times like this shows the importance which He places on it. 

Here are the verses in sequence: 

Revelation 11:2 and 13:5 describes this power as reigning for 42 months. (42 months with 30 days to a month contain 1260 days.) 

Daniel 7:25 and 12:7, and Revelation 12:14 describe the beast as reigning 3 1/2 "times," or years. (3 1/2 prophetic years also contain 1260 days.) 

Revelation 11:3 and 12:6 describe this persecuting power as reigning 1260 days. 

Now, just one more clue before I tell you who the beast is. 

It's not only the same as the "little horn" of Daniel 7, but it's also the same power as the great whore riding upon the scarlet colored beast of Revelation 17. Let's take a shocking glimpse. 

"And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgement of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters: . . . and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns." Revelation 17:1-3. 

There are those heads and horns again. We've come to associate them with Rome. The Harlot is controlling Rome riding it around - making her seat on it. Familiar isn't it! Now it gets even clearer. 

This "harlot" represents a corrupt church system. And get this: "And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls." Revelation 17:4. 

It's a rich church. 

A woman in Bible prophecy represents a church. God likens His people to a "comely and delicate woman." Jeremiah 6:2. A virgin is God's pure church. A harlot (whore) is a corrupt church. 

She's called "THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH." Revelation 17:5. It's not only a church, it's a mother church. It's a world power. "And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her I wondered with great admiration." Revelation 17:6. Oh yes! It kills the saints! 

This is shocking. Why would our heavenly Father Who is so loving and kind talk this way about a church, of all things, and expose it to the world? Why does He Who is so full of pity and love warn anyone who even follows this power and receives its mark that they will end up in the lake of fire? 

I believe the answer is - because it's true. Though God is very tender hearted, He always tells the truth. 

I know it's shocking, but here's a corrupt church power that Satan has used to deceive the whole world and rob men and women of their eternal life by using deception. Like Nimrod and Alexander the Great, this power has leaders who divert the attention and worship of the people from the true, living God, to themselves. These leaders turn people from heeding the word of God to heeding their word; from obeying the commandments of God, to obeying their commandments. This is why God tells it like it is - because He is love. 

And remember, there are many sincere, lovely Christians in this fallen church, named "Babylon," and they will hear God's call and come out. 

Look at this! "And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird." "And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities." Revelation 18:2,4. 

Now - who is the "beast?" What power is the Bible describing? Let’s review what the Bible has told us so far: 

1) Received its "seat" and authority from Rome. Revelation 13:4. 

2) Rules the world for 1260 years (from 538 A.D. - 1798 A.D.). 

3) Then received a "deadly wound" which later heals. Revelation 13:3. 

4) Is both a political and a religious power, which is worshipped. Revelation 13:4. 

5) Tampered with God's law. Daniel 7:25. 

6) Has a leader who claims to be God on the earth and to be able to forgive sins. (which is blasphemy) Revelation 13:1. 

7) Is a mother church (daughters have come out of her). Revelation 17:5. 

8) Made war with the saints. Revelation 13:7. 

9) Is a world power which is wondered after. Revelation 13:3, 4. 

10) Has "a man" at the head of it with the number of his name being 666. Revelation 13:18. 

11) Has a dreaded "mark" which, if received, will cause a person to be cast into the lake of fire and lose eternal life. Revelation 14:9, 10. 

By now most of the people have guessed that it's the Papacy. They're correct. It's the only power on the face of the earth that fits all of the Bible characteristics for it. But what about that mystical number 666? 
Well we will cover that number in the third chapter titled the Beast Described.

Time is up for this week. Next week we will continue with part 6 of this series called, “The National Sunday Law,” and part 1 of the third chapter titled “The Beast Described.”
If you would like to be obedient to God’s Word and keep the seventh day Sabbath that He said to remember, then come to the Victory Everlasting Gospel Church in South Hill, at 139 Country Lane about one mile down from the Cracker Barrel on the right. We meet at 9:15 am for Sabbath school and the worship hour at 11:00 AM each Saturday the real Lord’s Day. 

Until next week, Jesus said in John 5:39, “Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me”. Even so, come Lord Jesus.
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