7/30/08 – 31BL - “The National Sunday Law“– Part 4
Victory Ministries International presents:

Awesome Truths and Amazing Facts

Treasures of awesome truths from God’s Word

and facts that affect you!

Hello!  This is Richard Vaughn

Today’s message is “The National Sunday Law” Part 4, we are in the chapter titled, “The Beast Identified” Part 3
Before we begin, let us seek God’s guidance, “Heavenly Father, as we continue this series on the National Sunday Law, help your children in this listening audience to realize, with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, that this is the dominant issue that will decide the end of the controversy that has plagued planet earth for these last almost 6,000 years, and also Lord what is at stake in everyone’s decision regarding this matter. Help us to understand how to live our lives in the center of Your revealed will, as we ask in Jesus Name, Amen.”
Right now, I continue to keep my pledge, to cry aloud and spare not, to lift up my voice like a trumpet and to show God’s people where they are transgressing God’s law.
Chapter 2 - The Beast Identified part 3.

Last week we were talking about how the Medes and Persians were about to take over Babylon, while the king and his kingdom were having a drunken feast. We will now pick up with the scriptural account of that fateful night as found in Daniel 5:1,3,5.
"Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, and drank before the thousand. Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken out of the temple of the house of God which was at Jerusalem; and the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, drank in them. In the same hour came forth fingers of a man's hand, and wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaster of the wall of the king's palace: and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote. Then the king's countenance was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one against another." 

What a scene! 

At sight of that bloodless hand, Belshazzar is paralyzed with fear. He calls in all the "astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers," but they're no help. Finally, the queen suggests that Daniel be called in. The corrupt king isn't ignorant of the fact that he had shown himself able to interpret dreams and solve mysteries because the God of heaven was with him. But Belshazzar hates God and doesn't even class Daniel with the wise men. 

But now! Now he's scared to death. At the queen's suggestion Daniel is called in. Watch what happens. 

"Then was Daniel brought in before the king. And the king spake and said unto Daniel, Art thou Daniel, which art of the children of the captivity of Judah, whom the king my father brought out of Jewry?" Daniel 5:13. 

After mentioning the failure of his magicians to read the writing on the wall, the king said, "And I have heard of thee, that thou canst make interpretations, and dissolve doubts: now if thou canst read the writing, and make known to me the interpretation thereof, thou shalt be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold about thy neck, and shalt be the third ruler in the kingdom." Daniel 5:16. 

Daniel well knew what would happen that night and earthly rewards sank into nothingness. In a few hours most in that court would be dead. He had no heart for rewards. 

"Let thy gifts," he said, "be to thyself, and give thy rewards to another; yet I will read the writing unto the king, and make known to him the interpretation." Daniel 5:17. 

After reminding the king of his rebellion and pride against God, he told him what the writing meant. 

And now came the shocking news. 

"And this," Daniel declared, "is the writing that was written, MENE, MENE, TEKEL UPHARSIN. This is the interpretation of the thing: MENE: God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it, TEKEL: Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting. PERES: Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians." Daniel 5:25-28. 

The king is stunned. Can you imagine the desperation! He didn't have long to be in suspense. 

"In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain. And Darius the Median took the kingdom, being about three score and two years old." Daniel 5:30,31. "Crownless and scepterless, Belshazzar lay - a robe of purple round a form of clay." 

There we have it. The two-winged lion was dead. The year - 538 B.C. Medo- Persia under Darius had taken over right on schedule! The bear of Daniel's dream had conquered the world. 

How is the "beast" of Revelation 13 like Medo-Persia? 

It was a rule with the Medo-Persians that once they made a law - it stuck, and could never be considered  infallible. 

You'll see shortly that the "beast" power takes this same policy. 

Medo-Persia ruled until the empire met up with a young man whose military genius was uncanny - Alexander the Great. 

He became a great ruler at the age of 25! 

It was October 1, 331 B.C. At the head of his armies Alexander met the Persian forces head on and defeated them in the battle of Arbela. His military genius made Greece to emerge as the third world empire. 

The leopard with four heads and four wings of Daniel's vision had replaced the Medo-Persian bear. 

But why the four heads? 

Alexander had conquered the world. But he hadn't conquered himself. At a drunken debauch he drank the Herculean cup full of alcohol. It was a huge thing. The human stomach can hardly hold more than a quart. 

Of all horrors. He drank it twice! And it killed him. Alexander died with a raging fever at the age of 33. The year - 323 B.C. 

His will had declared that the kingdom should go "to the strongest." His four generals, Cassander, Lysimachus, Seleuchus and Ptolomy took over the empire and divided it into four parts. These divisions are represented by the four heads of the leopard beast. 

What about the four wings? They represent swiftness. Greece had conquered the world in only 13 years. Such a feat has never been equaled. 

Before his death, Alexander had ordered the Greek cities to worship him as a god. The "beast" of Revelation 13 is "like unto a leopard" because it took on the Greek culture and also has a leader that claims worship as God. 

Who is the fourth "terrible" beast of Daniel 7? 

"After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it: . . . and it had ten horns." "The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth." Daniel 7:7,23. 

The fourth kingdom, represented by this terrible beast is Rome. Rome conquered Greece in 168 B.C. and eventually gave its power to the "beast" of Revelation 13. 

Out of the fourth "terrible beast" comes a "little horn." Now here's something amazing. The beast of Revelation 13, and the "little horn" of Daniel 7, are one and the same power! God wants to make sure that there's no mistaking who this power is, so He describes it in both prophetic books. 

Isn't Bible prophecy fantastic! Look at the description of the "little horn." 

"I considered the horns, and behold, there came up among them another little horn, before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things... and he shall subdue three kings. And he shall speak great words against the most High, and think to change times and laws; and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time." Daniel 7:8,24,25. 

Let’s compare this description of the "little horn" with the description of the "beast" of Revelation 13, you'll see that they are one and the same power. 
1) The "little horn" has the "eyes of man." Daniel 7:8. 

... The "beast" has the number of a man." Revelation 13:18. 

2) The "little horn" "wears out the saints of the Most High." Daniel 7:35. 

... The "beast" also "makes war with the saints." Revelation 13:7. 

3) The "little horn" speaks "great words against the Most High." Daniel 7:25. 

... The "beast" also "Opened his mouth in blasphemy against God." Revelation 13:6. 

4) The "little horn" comes up among the ten horns (10 divisions of Rome.) Daniel 7:8. 

... The "beast" receives it's "power, seat, and great authority" from Rome... (after the ten divisions were formed). Revelation 13:2. 

One of the most startling things about this power is that it would "think to change times and laws." Daniel 7:25. Here's a man that sets himself up as equal with God and dares tamper with His law - the constitution of the universe! With blasphemous audacity he does his work. But God has said, "All His commandments are sure. They stand fast forever and ever." Psalms 111:7,8. 

9) The next clue as to who the beast is, is the time period which God gives for its reign before it receives its "deadly wound." It would reign for 1260 years. Just so there's no mistake on this, He repeats this period seven times in Daniel and Revelation! 
Time is up for this week. Next week we will continue with part 5 of this series called, “The National Sunday Law,” in the chapter titled “The Beast Identified” part 4.
If you would like to be obedient to God’s Word and keep the seventh day Sabbath that He said to remember, then come to the Victory Everlasting Gospel Church in South Hill, at 139 Country Lane about one mile down from the Cracker Barrel on the right. We meet at 9:15 am for Sabbath school and the worship hour at 11:00 AM each Saturday the real Lord’s Day. 

Until next week, Jesus said in John 5:39, “Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me”. Even so, come Lord Jesus.
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