10/21/09 – 42BL - “The Issue that Divides the World - Part 8”
Victory Ministries International presents:

Awesome Truths and Amazing Facts  

Treasures of awesome truths from God’s Word 

and facts that affect you!

Hello!  This is Richard Vaughn

Today’s message is “The Issue that Divides the World” - Part 8

Before we begin, let us seek God’s guidance, “Heavenly Father, today as we move on in this study of the issue that divides the world, an issue that Satan has almost the whole Christian world confused and deceived over, we pray the Holy Spirit may increase our knowledge and understanding, especially on this important subject as we ask in Jesus Name, Amen.”


Right now, I continue to keep my pledge, to cry aloud and spare not, to lift up my voice like a trumpet and to show God’s people where they are transgressing God’s law.


Last week we found in the 7th chapter of Daniel, 6 additional points to go with the previous week’s 6 points that has so far clearly identified the Papacy at Rome as the antichrist little horn power. In quick review those 12 identifying points were:

Point #1- He comes up among the nations of Western Europe. The Papacy came up in Rome;
Point #2- He comes up after 476 AD. Fulfilled in 538 AD. The Papacy came into power in 538 AD;
Point #3- The Papacy eliminated the three resisting nations. The Ostrogoths, the Vandals and the Heruli;
Point #4- A man at the head of this power;
Point #5- Being led by a different spirit, not the Spirit of God; 

Point #6- Having a mouth speaking great things. The antichrist Papacy speaks blasphemy against God;
Point #7- It is a religious political power;

Point #8- It would be a persecuting power;
Point #9- It would still be exercising power until Jesus comes;

Point #10- He thinks he changed times;
Point #11- He thinks he changed laws;

Point #12- This power would be in force 1,260 days.

Last week we didn’t quite finish developing this 12th point so we will today. In Daniel chapter 7, that identifies the Papacy, is the length of time that the Papacy would be in power in its first reign of terror. Daniel 7:25 concludes by  saying, “and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time.” Well how long is that? Again, we don't have to guess or speculate. To understand this, we need to go to the book of Revelation. Revelation has to interpret this particular phrase for us. Revelation 12:14 "And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent." 

 Here we have the exact same terminology, (time, times, and half a time), as we have read in the book of Daniel. How long is that? Verse 6 is our interpretation. "And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days." That's one thousand, two hundred, and sixty days.  And so it becomes very simple.  

A time represents one year. Times, means two years.  And the dividing of time is half a year.  So you end up with three and a half years. 
 Using the Bible rule of a thirty-day month, three and a half years comes out to exactly 1260 days. Revelation 13:5 is the same period expressed as 42 months, which is also 1260 days.

Revelation 13:5 “And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty and two months.”  

Remember we are studying the books of Revelation and Daniel where we are dealing with symbolisms. Bible prophecy is loaded with symbolisms. Now in Bible prophecy what is a day symbolic of?  A literal year! 


In Ezekiel 4:6 God says "I have appointed thee each day for a year." 

 
In Numbers 14:34 "After the number of the days in which ye searched the land, even forty days, each day for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even forty years.”

And so a prophetic day represents a literal year. Many Bible scholars from a multitude of backgrounds and churches agree with the validity of the day for a year principle in Bible prophecy.

That understood, we can now understand that the Daniel 7:25 scripture identifies the period the Papacy would be this persecuting power, “and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time,” as 1,260 prophetic days or 1,260 literal years. Was God right? Yes. The Papacy ascended to power in 538 AD and exactly 1,260 years later the Papacy received a deadly wound in 1798, when General Berthier under orders of Napoleon, marched into Rome and took the Pope prisoner. He later died in a French prison. All of Europe thought the Papacy was dead.

Now we will quickly review the 12 points of identification that Daniel has listed in chapter seven, that cannot point to any other power on earth in all of history but the Papacy.

Point #1. He comes up among the nations of western Europe. 

Point #2. He comes up after 476 AD. And he did in 538 AD. 

Point #3. The Papacy eliminated the three resisting nations.

Point #4. A man is at the head of this power.

Point #5. Not led by the Spirit of God. 

Point #6. Blasphemy against God.

Point #7. Different because it is a religious/political power.

Point #8. Would be a persecuting power. 

Point #9. Papacy exercising power until Jesus comes.

Point #10. Papacy thinks he changed times.

Point #11. Papacy thinks he changed God’s Laws.

Point #12. Papacy would be in power 1,260 literal years.

God has made it crystal clear as to whom the little horn power in Daniel 7 is and He identifies him so that you would know that he is the same first beast power of Revelation 13. He is the antichrist and he is the one who gives almost the whole Christian world the mark that will cause most Christians to be lost. 
Friends, understand that the word antichrist as it’s used in the Bible is not against Christ, rather is in place of Christ, claiming to be Christ on earth. 

Now we will investigate how John describes this same antichrist power as the first beast of Revelation 13. He is the one who gives almost the whole Christian world the mark that will cause most to be lost, so you better listen as God’s word makes it clear.

Revelation 13:1 “And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy.  

Once again we have a prophecy describing a beast, which rises up out of the sea. We have already covered how the Bible itself has interpreted these symbols. A beast power is a kingdom or political power. The Bible told us the sea represented existing nations, populated areas of different languages. Rev. 17:15. The ten horns are the ten nations that Rome divided into, when it ended its world empire rule in 476 AD. The ten crowns would be the kings, or political leaders of those ten nations. The seven heads is one we need scripture to identify.
We now go to Revelation 17:9 “And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth.” The seven mountains in Europe, surrounding a power would be the Seven Hills of Rome. It says on which the woman sitteth. A woman in prophecy is a church. Revelation describes two churches, the pure church in Revelation 12, which would be God’s true church, and the corrupt church that fell into apostasy in Revelation 17. So Revelation 13:1 has given us several identification points on this antichrist government, the Papacy, and here they are.

Point #1. It comes up into power, among the existing nations, since it rises up with the ten horns.

Point #2. The seven heads geographically locate it, which pinpoints it to Rome, the only such place in Western Europe.

Point #3. By virtue of the Bible definition, it is a religious power because it is a corrupt church. The ten horn nations are political powers identified by the crowns.

Point #4. This religio-political power is a blaspheming power. Verse 1 alludes to it but verse 5 makes it clear. 13:5 “And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies.” In order to understand how this can be, we need to secure the Bible interpretation of what constitutes blasphemy. We turn to John 10:33 “The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work we stone thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God."
Now friends according to the Bible, that's blasphemy.  When a man makes himself God or a god. Now follow me carefully.  Jesus could do this because He was fully God or fully Divine. And therefore He could rightfully assume that title. But for an ordinary man, a created being, to claim to be God, the Bible says that is blasphemy.
The clock is without mercy. We’re going to have to leave it right there as time is up for this week. Next week we will continue this series titled “THE ISSUE THAT DIVIDES THE WORLD” part 9

Now listen to me as God, if in your heart you really want to follow Jesus and if you would like to honor God by worshipping with God’s people on His seventh day Sabbath, the only day Jesus recognizes as His Sabbath, the day He blessed and sanctified over 2,000 years before there was even a Jew, and before sin entered this world, and the same seventh day Sabbath that Isaiah 66:22, 23 says that God’s people will keep in the new heaven and earth, yes if it is your desire to honor God on His seventh day Sabbath, then come to the Victory Everlasting Gospel Church in South Hill at 139 Country Lane, about one mile down from the Cracker Barrel. We meet every Saturday morning (the real Lord’s Day) at 9:15 am for Sabbath School and 11:00 am for worship hour. This is God’s call to you to make a decision for Him. I want to meet you so plan to come see me next Sabbath.

Until next week, Jesus said in John 5:39, “Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me”. Come Lord Jesus.
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