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Today indeed is a special day at Victory Seventh Day Adventist Church, because today, there will be a group of us who will be in the company of God’s angels. They will go before us preparing the way and they will be with us in the South Hill vineyard. Coming to church is where we should be on Sabbath, but working in the vineyard after services is where Jesus would prefer we be. 

The Desire of Ages, p. 297.  “With almost impatient eagerness the angels wait for our co-operation; for man must be the channel to communicate with man. And when we give ourselves to Christ in whole-hearted devotion, angels rejoice that they may speak through our voices to reveal God's love.

There’s an important message in the scripture that was read today. Let’s look closer at Matthew 21:28-32. Now Jesus is still dealing with these chief priests and elders of the church who had just challenged His authority.

Matthew 21:28  But what think ye? A certain man had two sons; and he came to the first, and said, Son, go work today in my vineyard. 21:29   He answered and said, I will not: but afterward he repented, and went.  21:30   And he came to the second, and said likewise. And he answered and said, I go, sir: and went not.  21:31   Whether of them twain did the will of his father? They say unto him, The first. Jesus saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That the publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom of God before you.  21:32   For John came unto you in the way of righteousness, and ye believed him not: but the publicans and the harlots believed him: and ye, when ye had seen it, repented not afterward, that ye might believe him.  

This message applies to the Seventh Day Adventist church in every phase of its 6,000 year history. You say wait a minute, the church wasn’t officially named the Seventh Day Adventist Church until 1864. Don’t be detail oriented. I tell you Adam was a Seventh Day Adventist. So was Enoch and Noah, Moses and Elijah, Peter, Paul, Mary and John. 

 But today as we live in the last generation that precedes the second coming of Jesus, these scriptures are especially applicable. What does it tell me? That everyone in the church today is represented by one of these two sons. Which one will you be? And the first thing that jumps out at me, is our heavenly Father calls us to work, and He uses the endearing name “Son”. Do you realize what a privilege, no, what a high honor it is to be called a son of God? 

Turn to 1 John 3:1,2 “Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.”

Back to Matthew 21:28. Our Father says son, at your convenience, I’d like you to work in the vineyard. Is that what He said? No, He said “Go work TODAY in my vineyard, South Hill.” The vineyard is the world and His vineyard here, is South Hill.

All right so what did the first church member say? Verse 29 “He answered and said, I will not: but afterward he repented, and went.”

This is the church member that first says no, as they think of all the other things they really need to do. But once they evaluate their priorities, they realize the Father’s business is more important then the mundane things they were about to put first. And so they go into the vineyard to work. Although they did do the work after all, they did not put the Father’s business first. I call this church member wilted wheat.

Just as the son in the parable finally realized it is a pleasure to work for his father, so every true believer can like David say, “I delight to do thy will, O my God”

Now David did not say “I delight to think about doing thy will”, no, he said “I delight to do thy will.”

In Luke 2:43-49 we read where Jesus and His parents had gone to Jerusalem for Passover. Then when they left and were about one day’s journey or 20 miles out of Jerusalem, she realized that Jesus was not with them.  Returning it took three days to find her 12 year old. Where was He? She found Him teaching the doctors in the temple. When she gave Him a mild reprimand, He said to His mother, “Wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business?”

Jesus is our example in all things. Shouldn’t that be our attitude? Shouldn’t  we be about our Father’s business? With probation about to close? Or should we be like the rest of the world and keep ourselves busy in the things that have no eternal value?  

4T 518 “Many fail to come up to the gospel standard; they have a selfish regard for their own interest and neglect to see what they can do to be a blessing to their fellow men. Christ wants no idlers in His vineyard. He requires that everyone shall work for time and for eternity”.  

Reading on. Back to Matthew 21:30   And he came to the second, and said likewise. And he answered and said, I go, sir: and went not.

Here is the good church member that accepts the call, but not the obligation. It’s called lip service. What this type of person says means absolutely nothing. It’s action that proves anyone’s worth. It’s as if a daughter tells her mother she loves her. But rarely makes the attempt to visit or even remember her mother on holidays. She turns down all her mother’s invitations for dinner, but always eats out with her friends. Her actions betray her words, but her mother knows. Our Heavenly Father knows.

The inspired pen wrote, “The Lord calls every member of His church to work in His vineyard. We are to understand our relation to Christ. Christ must abide in our hearts that we may keep before us pure principles, high incentives to moral rectitude. Our work is not merely to promise, but to do. (MS 127, 1899).

(MS 127, 1899).

Christ did not condemn the first son for refusing the command. At the same time He did not commend him. The class who act the part of the son who said, "I will not," deserve no credit for holding the position they do. This open frankness is not to be commended as a virtue. This openness of character, sanctified by truth and holiness will make bold witnesses for Christ; but used as it is by the sinner it is insulting and defiant, and approaches to blasphemy. Because a man is not a hypocrite, he is none-the-less a sinner. When the appeals of the Holy Spirit come to the heart our only safety lies in responding to them without delay.

     6T 304

Though precious time and talent have been spent in caring for and pleasing ourselves, the hand of the Lord is stretched out still; and if we will work today in His vineyard, scattering His invitation of mercy broadcast through the world, He will accept our service. How many will you work for, that they may reach the haven of rest and share the commendation: "Well done, thou good and faithful servant"? How many will you help to crown with glory and honor and eternal life? The Saviour calls for workers. Will you volunteer? 
Christian Service - Page 9.

We must be laborers together with God; for God will not complete His work without human agencies.--Review and Herald, March 1, 1887.  

Jesus said in John 9:4 “I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.” Do you hear the call of Jesus in that text. The night when no man can work is just before us. Is there anything more important for this Victory church, then fulfilling the gospel commission of Christ in South Hill? South Hill, Mecklenburg County and Brunswick County are as much a mission field as the continent of Africa. 

2 Corinthians 6:1   “We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain”.  That verse says we have a call to be co-workers with Jesus, but in it, is a warning not to have received the grace of God in vain. What does that mean? It means that there are nominal Adventists that are hoping to be saved by grace without the effort required to win souls to Jesus. How is it with you? Have you rolled up your sleeves and are ready to work, or are you ready to give your list of excuses. This is serious business. The storm clouds are gathering and God is calling His people to work today in the vineyard. 

The Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy both give special emphasis to the limited time for attempting to win souls for the Lord.

Noah had a limited time to work, and the time of probation ended for the ante-deluvians. Lot’s time to win souls in Sodom ended dramatically as probation ended for that wicked city.

The signs in Matthew 24 have been fulfilled except for the second coming. The parable of the ten virgins in Matthew 25 shows there comes an end to every effort. They all slumbered and slept, but when the bridegroom came, the excuse makers had no oil, so they asked the workers for some of theirs.

The apostasy in the church described in 1 Timothy chapter 4 is happening now. The conditions of the world in 2 Timothy 3:1-5 is the daily headlines in our nation’s newspapers. Let’s read it again,  2 Timothy 3:1-5  “This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.  For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, (that’s lovers of money) boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, Without natural affection (parents killing children and children killing parents, teen age mothers putting newborns in garbage bags and throwing them in dumpsters. And are you aware that half the people who walk into an abortion clinic never come out alive? 43 million babies and counting since our court system lost its mind – How long will a just God let this insanity continue? No natural affection) trucebreakers, false accusers (those are slanderers), incontinent (that’s without self-control – If you can’t see that you’re blind) fierce (that’s brutality) despisers of those that are good (that needs no additional description) Traitors (In nations and governments and even in families if the price is right) heady (that means headstrong – people that must have things their way or it’s no way), highminded, (means haughty or conceited) lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God (that justly describes the whole nation, no most of the industrialized world);  Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: (that’s the Mother church and her harlot daughters, plus many of the Babylonians who have become Sabbath keepers), from such turn away.  Victory Seventh Day Adventist Church will not be a nominal church with nominal Adventists. People coming out of Babylon will not find Babylonians here. And we have a call to give the three angels messages, to warn people about the mark of the beast, to tell the sanctuary truth, to repair the breach in the law upholding God’s Sabbath, and to join with the 4th angel in calling God’s people out of Babylon.

Dare we to think that probation will continue for this world much longer? It’s going to end for the church before it ends for the world. We have been called by the Father to work in His vineyard. 

Isaiah 43:10   “Ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, and my servant whom I have chosen”. True Seventh Day Adventists are Jehovah’s true witnesses.

There’s a blessing in working in the vineyard. 

1 Corinthians 15:58   Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.  

Psalm 126:5,6   They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.  He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.  

The time to work?

Hebrew 3:7,8 “To day if ye will hear his voice, Harden not your hearts”

Shall we pray….
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