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How many times have you heard it said of some individual, “Boy, what a character.” 

He or she may have been a very outgoing person with loads of spunk, maybe exhibiting a reckless and careless behavior. Or maybe it’s the perpetual jokester, who feels duty-bound to entertain when around others. “Boy, what a character.” What is character and how important is it anyway, especially to a serious minded Christian?

Shall we pray…

Character by secular dictionary definition is: 

1. All the qualities or features that are typical of, or serve to distinguish a person, group or thing; individual nature.

2. All the qualities of a person, good or bad, which make up his/her moral nature, moral strength or excellence; integrity.

What does the Bible have to say about character? Would it surprise you to learn the word character cannot be found in the Bible? However there are many characteristics to be found in a servant of God or an agent of Satan. Today I want to spend time on the type of character God would have His people to possess.

For we are in a war that has eternal consequences and we fight this war either in our own strength, against a foe who greatly outnumbers us and knows exactly how to overcome and defeat us…..OR…..we accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior and daily seek the power to resist this already conquered enemy of God. 

But let me tell you this. I am very concerned for our people, not only in Victory but denominationally. Too many of us act as though God is a grandfatherly type of being who will tolerate our rebellious behavior and somehow make allowances for our seemingly small indulgences. We have a divine connection to God and sense His presence in our lives. We know He listens when we seek His presence and offer up our petitions.

But is there a chance we take His presence for granted? What is it that God expects of His people, if He is going to trust them with eternal life? I turn for answers to the Spirit of Prophecy, which is the testimony of Jesus, therefore it is from Christ Himself and I make no apologies for reading what Christ would have His last-day people to learn.

AA 531 “None need fail of attaining, in his sphere, to perfection of Christian character. By the sacrifice of Christ, provision has been made for the believer to receive all things that pertain to life and godliness. God calls upon us to reach the standard of perfection and places before us the example of Christ's character. In His humanity, perfected by a life of constant resistance of evil, the Saviour showed that through co-operation with Divinity, human beings may in this life attain to perfection of character. This is God's assurance to us that we, too, may obtain complete victory.” AA 531

God is waiting for His people to be willing to be made willing, to develop the character of Christ so that our High Priest can cleanse the Sanctuary.

Listen, from COL page 69 “Christ is waiting with longing desire for the manifestation of Himself in His church. When the character of Christ shall be perfectly reproduced in His people, then He will come to claim them as His own.” COL 69

Week after week Elder Waller says in the benediction, Jude 24 “Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy.” 

To be saved we must have enough faith to believe that God has enough power to enable us to reach this great relationship with our Savior, our High Priest.

Brothers and sisters we have precious little time left to prepare for the most difficult time ahead. We are on the edge of the heavenly Canaan with the end of probation for God’s church looming on the horizon, and the end of probation for all of humankind shortly thereafter. Adam, Noah and Abraham longed to see our day. Moses, David, Daniel, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Paul and John all wrote about the day we live in as Jesus is about to burst the skies with His glorious second coming.

Would we however like Esau, surrender our birthright just for a bowl of pottage, something so miniscule that we have to have or something we just have to do? God wants us to be saved. He takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked, He said so. But if we are willfully choosing to sin, while hoping God will make an exception and save us in our sins, we are as safe as a Holstein with mad cow disease. We have chosen to cast our lot with the wicked. God must call us wicked when we knew the truth, because of choices we made, not God. Will He hear us in our sin?

That answer is in Proverbs 28:9 “He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomination.”
He does not want us to turn from His law, rather He wants us to turn from our sinning, as He states in Ezekiel 33:11 “As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die”
His ear of mercy and His heart of grace, is open to all right now. But soon, when probation ends, mercy and grace will be withdrawn, and no amount of praying by one unjust person will ever be heard by a merciful God again. When Jesus leaves the Sanctuary and lays down His priestly robe, eternity hears the final declaration as to the status of every living human being on the face of planet earth. I read from Revelation 22:11 “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.”  Why am I so concerned for our people? Because that announcement is soon to be made and God’s people are not ready!!! Because Jesus has not already come, they think it may be a long time before He does come.

What is it that we refuse to let go of? For what ever takes our time, our attention and our money outside of our occupations, become the idols in our lives. Is it the theater and Hollywood’s latest eternal life destroying garbage? Is it sitcoms or soaps on TV? Football, baseball, basketball, hockey, soccer, Nascar, pornography on the internet, unsanctified relationships, you name it, the devil has numerous diversions at his disposal. 

Let me ask you this. Do we really believe those things are worth coming up in the second resurrection? Who or what comes before Jesus in your life. Has Satan earned your trust to receive some of your time? He doesn’t care how much time you spend with Jesus, just as long as you spend hours with his diversions. Why? Because He knows if you are not serving Jesus with your whole heart and soul, you serve another master and your divided worship is in vain. Do we really need to be telling jokes and seemingly acceptable lies, only to follow up with an “I was only kidding.” If we are hones, we would say, “I was only lying.”

Those whom Jesus comes for will have no guile in their mouths. What is guile? Any form of deceit. Do we really understand what God wants us to be? Do we have a burden for every soul as Jesus did? What about the cashier who isn’t moving the line as fast as you want or the telemarketer that called during your dinner? Was she left with an impression that you cared about her salvation? Do you really want that person who cut you off in traffic to be saved. You wanted him to go to a place that began with H. But did it have 4 letters or 7?

If Jesus were to come to your home on a Sunday afternoon, would He find you studying those things with eternal significance, or might He find you watching golf or tennis, or one of the other previously mentioned? By beholding, we become changed. What are we feeding our minds, is it soul food? I ask you…I ask myself. Is Jesus our highest priority? 

Jesus says “turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die” 

It was love that caused God to leave His throne and exchange His Omnipresence for human flesh. It was love that labored for souls and it was love that endured the abuse and hatred of His own creations, just so that you and I could show the universe what really mattered in our lives. And we show the universe exactly who our master is by how we live.

The Creator created man to love as God loves. In the plan of salvation God recreates man again to love as He loves. This will be the experience of those who receive the latter rain with the loud cry of the third angel.

Character perfection is overcoming in Christ, day by day, moment by moment. 

“When the character of Christ shall be perfectly reproduced in His people, then He will come to claim them as His own.” COL 69

Rev 2:7 “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.”
Rev 2:11 “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.”
Rev 21:7 “He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.”  

The promises are to he that what? Overcometh. 

DA 123 “So long as we are united to Him by faith, sin has no more dominion over us. God reaches for the hand of faith in us to direct it to lay fast hold upon the divinity of Christ, that we may attain to perfection of character.” DA 123

DA 311 “God's ideal for His children is higher than the highest human thought can reach. "Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect." This command is a promise. The plan of redemption contemplates our complete recovery from the power of Satan. Christ always separates the contrite soul from sin. He came to destroy the works of the devil, and He has made provision that the Holy Spirit shall be imparted to every repentant soul, to keep him from sinning.”  

     “The tempter's agency is not to be accounted an excuse for one wrong act. Satan is jubilant when he hears the professed followers of Christ making excuses for their deformity of character. It is these excuses that lead to sin. There is no excuse for sinning. A holy temper, a Christlike life, is accessible to every repenting, believing child of God. The ideal of Christian character is Christlikeness. As the Son of man was perfect in His life, so His followers are to be perfect in their life.” DA 311

Brothers and sisters, God does not ask an impossibility. When we are willing to merge our will, with his will, He provides the power, the dunamis-power, for us to live, as He desires us to live.

COL 312 “By His perfect obedience He has made it possible for every human being to obey God's commandments. When we submit ourselves to Christ, the heart is united with His heart, the will is merged in His will, the mind becomes one with His mind, the thoughts are brought into captivity to Him; we live His life. This is what it means to be clothed with the garment of His righteousness.”

Now listen to me and don’t miss what I am going to say now. We can and must overcome in Christ. But we must understand that we come to Christ just as we are; that He loves us and accepts us in the beloved; that we are complete in Him; that we are in Him and He in us; that as we are in Him, we are covered with His righteousness and as He is in us, He is working out His righteousness within us. He saves by any means He can and many of God’s people will be saved through death and some living today will be saved by translation.

But understand this from Our High Calling, 278 – Listen carefully “When Christ shall come, our vile bodies are to be changed, and made like His glorious body; but the vile character will not be made holy then. The transformation of character must take place before His coming. Our natures must be pure and holy; we must have the mind of Christ, that He may behold with pleasure His image reflected upon our souls”  OHC 278

Brothers and sisters, the work of perfecting is the work of God in the soul that must be going on right now in our daily lives.

T2, 355 “When He comes He is not to cleanse us of our sins, to remove from us the defects in our characters, or to cure us of the infirmities of our tempers and dispositions. If wrought for us at all, this work will all be accomplished before that time. When the Lord comes, those who are holy will be holy still. Those who have preserved their bodies and spirits in holiness, in sanctification and honor, will then receive the finishing touch of immortality.”

The message for us today is that God will save those who are safe to save. A true child of Christ will exhibit at all times the fruit of the Spirit. In closing let us read Galatians 5:19-25   “Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.”  

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,   Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.  And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.  If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.”  

Examine yourself. It does not say fruits of the Spirit as if we could pick or choose which fruit we would like to have. No. The saved child of God will exhibit all the fruit of the Spirit. Love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and temperance. 

Do you find that you are lacking one or more of these characteristics of a real Christian? Then it is time to really examine yourself, your prayer and devotional life, your study time. Is there one of the sins in your life that we just read that Paul mentioned in verses 19-21? Because He made it clear “that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.”  

When Jesus comes His reward is with Him to give every man according as His works shall be. He does not bring fruits to overhaul a detestable character. Love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and temperance will be present now in the Christian’s life.

Whose character do you exhibit to God, to Jesus, to your recording angel, to the universe, and to every person you are in contact with every day?

Shall we pray…
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