Awesome Truths and Amazing Facts

by Richard C. Vaughn

Each week, this article will deal with topics of a spiritual nature. It is Bible centered and will only use the Bible as a resource tool. Such topics will deal with health, understanding parables, great lessons from the Old and New Testaments, and even understanding the prophecies of Daniel and Revelation. We will look closely at death and why there should be no anxiety for a Christian, hell - where and when it is and who’s in charge, heaven and what it will be like, the rapture of God’s church, false doctrines, false and true prophets, even the dangers of seemingly harmless things as Harry Potter or Christian Rock music. Readers are invited to send in questions. Unless otherwise noted- All Scriptures will be from the King James Version
Today’s Subject - In 2003, What Can We Trust?

ADVANCE \d 4These truly are perplexing times. When trusted, famed spiritual leaders have proven base; when safe places for investments are rare; when lying almost seems to be the norm in politics; when highest officials cannot solve the national debt problem; when pornography is protected by law; when our justice system is no longer just; when those you trust the most, often hurt you the worst, then is there anything left you can trust? Yes, indeed, you can fully trust God's written word, the Bible. Let's look at the evidence.

The Bible says, "All scripture is given by inspiration of God." 2 Timothy 3:16. "Prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." 2 Peter 1:21. "The scripture cannot be broken." John 10:35. The Bible itself, claims to be inspired. It was written by men who were guided by the Holy Ghost. It cannot be broken or proved untrue. 

Jesus said, "It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone." "It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God." "It is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve." Matthew 4:4, 7, 10. "Thy word is truth." John 17:17. ADVANCE \x 540 Jesus quoted Scripture when meeting the temptations of Satan. He also stated that the Bible is truth (John 17:17). Jesus often quoted Scripture as authority for the truth He was teaching. 

ADVANCE \d 4The Bible says, "Thy word is true from the beginning." Psalm 119:160. "The Spirit . . . will guide you into all truth." John 16:13. The Bible is true. The Holy Spirit, who guided the Bible writers, always speaks the truth.

ADVANCE \d 4One of the greatest miracles of the Bible is its unity. Please ponder the following amazing facts: 

ADVANCE \d 4The 66 books of the Bible were written: 1. On three continents; 2. In three languages;  3. By about 40 different people (kings, shepherds, scientists, attorneys, an army general, fishermen, priests, and a physician); 4. Over a period of about 1,500 years; 5. On the most controversial subjects; 6. By people who, in most cases, had never met, and 7. By authors whose education and backgrounds varied greatly. Yet, though it seems totally inconceivable, The 66 books maintain harmony with each other. Often new concepts on a subject are expressed, but these concepts do not undermine what other Bible writers say on the same subject. ADVANCE \x 540 Talk about astounding! Ask people who have viewed an identical event to each give a report of what happened. They will differ widely and will virtually always contradict each other in some way. Yet the Bible, penned by 40 writers over a 1,500-year period, reads as if written by one great mind. And, indeed, it was: "Holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." 2 Peter 1:21. The Holy Ghost "moved" them all. He is the real Bible Author. The four Gospels do sometimes differ in the way they report the same event, but they complement each other.

What evidence of Bible inspiration is found in the lives of people? 

The Bible says, "Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new." 2 Corinthians 5:17. The changed lives of those who follow Jesus and obey Scripture constitute the most heartwarming proof of Bible inspiration. The drunkard becomes sober; the immoral, pure; the addicted, free; the profane, reverent; the fearful, courageous; and the rude, kind. 

Next week: In 2003, What Can We Trust?  Part 2 - Conclusion

ADVANCE \x 540
Today’s Subject - In 2003, What Can We Trust? – Part 2 - Conclusion

Last week we showed important scriptures from the Bible, which clearly showed that it is an inspired book that can be trusted. This week we will explore the subject further. Questions from readers are invited.

What evidence for Bible inspiration emerges when we compare Old Testament prophecies of the coming Messiah with New Testament happenings in the life of Jesus? 

The Bible says, "And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He (Jesus) expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself." Luke 24:27. "For he (Apollos) vigorously refuted the Jews publicly, showing from the Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ." Acts 18:28, NKJV.* ADVANCE \x 540  Answer: The Old Testament predictions of the Messiah to come were so specific and so clearly fulfilled by Jesus of Nazareth that both Jesus and Apollos used these prophecies to prove to the Jews that Jesus was, indeed, the Messiah. There are more than 125 of these prophecies. Let's review just 12 of them: 

	ADVANCE \d 4

ADVANCE \d 4

ADVANCE \d 4Prophecy
	ADVANCE \d 4Old Testament Scripture 
	ADVANCE \d 4New Testament Fulfillment 

	ADVANCE \d 41. Born in Bethlehem
	ADVANCE \d 4Micah 5:2
	ADVANCE \d 4Matthew 2:1

	ADVANCE \d 42. Born of a virgin
	ADVANCE \d 4Isaiah 7:14
	ADVANCE \d 4Matthew 1:18-23

	ADVANCE \d 43. Of David's lineage
	ADVANCE \d 4Jeremiah 23:5
	ADVANCE \d 4Revelation 22:16

	ADVANCE \d 44. Attempted murder by Herod
	ADVANCE \d 4Jeremiah 31:15
	ADVANCE \d 4Matthew 2:16-18

	ADVANCE \d 45. Betrayal by a friend
	ADVANCE \d 4Psalm 41:9
	ADVANCE \d 4John 13:18, 19, 26

	ADVANCE \d 46. Sold for 30 silver coins
	ADVANCE \d 4Zechariah 11:12
	ADVANCE \d 4Matthew 26:14-16

	ADVANCE \d 47. Crucified
	ADVANCE \d 4Zechariah 12:10
	ADVANCE \d 4John 19:16-18, 37

	ADVANCE \d 48. Lots cast for His clothes
	ADVANCE \d 4Psalm 22:18
	ADVANCE \d 4Matthew 27:35

	ADVANCE \d 49. No bones broken
	ADVANCE \d 4Psalm 34:20; Exodus 12:46
	ADVANCE \d 4John 19:31-36

	ADVANCE \d 410. Buried in a rich man's tomb
	ADVANCE \d 4Isaiah 53:9
	ADVANCE \d 4Matthew 27:57-60

	ADVANCE \d 411. Year, day, hour of His death
	ADVANCE \d 4Daniel 9:26, 27; Exodus 12:6
	ADVANCE \d 4Matthew 27:45-50

	ADVANCE \d 412. Raised the third day
	ADVANCE \d 4Hosea 6:2
	ADVANCE \d 4Acts 10:38-40


ADVANCE \d 4Dr. Peter Stoner, former chairman of the departments of mathematics, astronomy, and engineering at Pasadena College (California), worked with 600 students for several years applying the "principle of probability" to the prophecies of the Messiah's coming. They chose just eight from the many available and finally decided the chances of all eight being fulfilled in one man in a lifetime is one in 1,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000. What would the odds be on the more than 125 prophecies of the Messiah that Jesus actually fulfilled? It couldn't just happen! 

What great advantage does a person have who accepts the Bible as God's inspired word? 

ADVANCE \d 4The Bible says, "I understand more than the ancients, because I keep Thy precepts." Psalm 119:100. "Thou . . . hast made me wiser than mine enemies." Psalm 119:98. "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are . . . my thoughts [higher] than your thoughts." Isaiah 55:9. ADVANCE \x 540 Answer: A person who accepts the Word of God will soon know the answers to many complex challenges that secular scholars will never figure out. For example, the Bible teaches: ADVANCE \x 540 A. God created the earth and all living organisms in six literal, 24-hour days (Exodus 20:11; Psalm 33:6, 9). ADVANCE \x 540 B. A worldwide flood destroyed every living thing except the sea life and what was inside Noah's ark (Genesis chapters 6, 7, 8). ADVANCE \x 540 C. The different languages of the world began at the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1-9). ADVANCE \x 540God, who has always existed and knows everything, shares the above three truths with us, recognizing that we could never figure them out on our own. We know only "in part" now (1 Corinthians 13:9). And God's knowledge is "past finding out." Romans 11:33. Evolutionists will never know the age of the earth because it was created with apparent age, as were Adam and Eve. The couple were only one day old on their second day of life, but they appeared to be mature. Man's measuring instruments cannot allow for apparent age. In such cases, they are not trustworthy. Believe the Bible, and you will always be ahead of the speculation of secular scholars and the worldly-wise. 

Next week: What Health Principles in Scripture apply to Christians today?

ADVANCE \x 540
