Victory Ministries International presents:

Awesome Truths and Amazing Facts  

Treasures of awesome truths from God’s Word 

and facts that affect you!

Hello!  This is Richard Vaughn

Today’s message is “The World or Jesus? - Part 1”

Are today’s Christians really heaven bound, or are they so much like the world that you can’t tell them apart from non-Christians? If you were arrested for being a Christian, would they find enough evidence to convict you? God talks about His peculiar people in the Bible, but what is there that makes them peculiar?

Today we are going to talk about Christian principles that are Bible-based teachings.

We need to know if it is possible, that a heaven-bound Christian, can be a lover of the things of this world and a lover of Jesus. 

I believe that there are only two types of Christians today. Jesus described them as wheat and tares. In Matthew 13:39, Jesus defined the good seed, or wheat, as the children of the kingdom, the saved, and the tares as the children of the wicked one, those who will be lost. Jesus makes it clear that both are in the church, both return tithe and both appear to be doing those things that seem correct. What’s the difference? Today we will look closer as I do believe that until probation ends once again for the world, even a tare can be changed. I will be covering a lot of scriptures today, so please copy down the references and you can look them up later.

As we read in John 3:16, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” We can conclude that God the Father and Jesus, love us all with an indescribable, unfailing love that passes understanding. That indeed has been proven in the plan of salvation. In return, as John states in 1 John 4:19, “We love him, because he first loved us." Paul adds in Romans 5:8, "While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." We should love Him because He loved us enough to die for us--while we were yet His enemies.


You know, in a good marriage certain things are imperative, such as faithfulness to one’s spouse. Other things may not seem major, but if they please a spouse, they are necessary. If they displease, they should be discontinued. So it is with the Christian life. The commands of Jesus are imperative. But in Scripture Jesus has also outlined for us principles of conduct that please Him. As in a good marriage, a Christian finds it sheer joy to do the things that make Jesus, the One he or she loves, happy, avoiding those things that displease Him.

We read in 1 John 3:22, "And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight." 

What is it that Jesus says, are the results of doing the things that please Him? John 15:10, 11, "If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; ... These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full." 

You know, when the Bible based subject of Christian principles is presented, many Christians are saddened as Satan fills their minds with what appears to be the loss of the good life. The devil claims that to follow Christian principles is drab, dull, demeaning, and legalistic. But we just read that Jesus says it brings fullness of joy and therefore a more abundant life (John 10:10). Believing the devil's lies brings heartache and deprives people of life that is "really worth living."
Why does Jesus give us specific principles for Christian living?

Let me give you 6 Bible reasons:

1. They are for “our good always” (Deuteronomy 6:24). As good parents teach good principles to their children, so Jesus teaches good principles to His children.

2. They set for us a safeguard from sin (Psalm 119:11 “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.”). Jesus' principles protect us from entering the danger zones of Satan and sin.

3. They show us how to follow in Christ's footsteps (1 Peter 2:21 “For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:”).

4. They bring us true happiness (John 13:17, “If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.”) 

5. They give us an opportunity to express our love for Him (John 15:10. “If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love.”) 

6. They help us be the right example to others (1 Corinthians 10:31-33 “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God:”) And (Matthew 5:16 “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”). 

We are for now in this world. Jesus does tell us how we should as Christians relate to the evil of the world and to worldliness. His commands and counsel are clear and specific:

What in particular? We look at (1 John 2:16 “For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.”) So he tells us don't love the world or the things of the world. The things of the world, that are not of God, are: (1) the lust of the flesh, (2) the lust of the eyes, and (3) the pride of life. Does that mean that we are to have nothing? Of course not! The key is in the first 12 words in the previous verse. 1 John 2:15 “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.” When you love something, it becomes your desire, your focus, and you sacrifice time and means to possess it. If you truly love Jesus there is nothing that the world offers that you would not give up in a heartbeat. But if there is something that keeps you from total surrender to Christ, then Jesus has second place in your heart, and like the rich young ruler we then cling to that thing that will rob us of life eternal.

All sin, ALL sin falls into one or more of these three categories. (1) the lust of the flesh, (2) the lust of the eyes, and (3) the pride of life. Satan uses these three avenues to lure us into love of the world. When I begin to love the world, I become an enemy of God, so John has written in (1 John 2:15 “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.”). How can we read this and think it does not apply to us today?  

But look what James has written under inspiration. It’s even stronger. James 4:4 “Ye adulterers and adulteresses,”… Whoa, let’s hold it right there. He’s talking to Christians here. Not the wheat but the tares. What is an adulterer? One who is unfaithful to the one they love. He’s speaking about a spiritual adulterer. One who is spiritually unfaithful to Jesus. One who loves the world more than Jesus. Let me continue. “Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.” Do you see that? The rich young ruler went away sorrowful because it was his riches that stood between him and Jesus. They became his idol. He could not give it up. But with us it does not have to be riches. It could be far less. James also says in James 1:27, “Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.” Therefore when I love the things of the world, I become God's enemy. I did not say it, James under inspiration did! I hear many Christians talking about major league baseball, professional football, NASCAR, their favorite TV programs, the latest movie, etc., but Jesus is not in their conversations. Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.
What urgent warning does God give us in scripture regarding the world?

In Romans 12:2 Jesus warns Christians through the writings of Paul, "Be not conformed to this world." I like how the Phillips translation puts it: "Don't let the world around you squeeze you into its own mould." The devil is not neutral. He presses every Christian constantly. Through Jesus (Philippians 4:13), I must firmly resist the devil's suggestions, and he will flee from me (James 4:7). The minute I permit the "squeezing" of any other factor to influence my conduct, I imperceptibly begin slipping into apostasy. Christian behavior is not to be decided by the feelings and conduct of the majority, but by Jesus' words from Scripture. A Christian must firmly resist the things of the world, or else he or she will be led astray by Satan.
Another thing, we must guard our thoughts. Proverbs 23:7 says, “As he thinketh in his heart, so is he.” “We must guard our thoughts, because thoughts dictate behavior. God wants to help us bring "into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.” 2 Corinthians 10:5. But Satan desperately wants to bring “the world” into our thoughts. He can do this only through our five senses--especially sight and hearing. He presses his sights and sounds upon us all and, unless we consistently refuse to look at or listen to what he offers, he will direct us into the broad way that leads to destruction. The Bible is clear. We do become like the things we repeatedly see and hear (2 Corinthians 3:18). We must carefully guard our thoughts, because thoughts become actions.
Well time is up for this week. Next week “The World or Jesus? - Part 2”.
Friends, if you have enjoyed listening to Awesome Truths and Amazing Facts, I want you to expand on your learning from God’s Word. Therefore I am going to make available to you free of charge, a set of 27 Bible studies that deal in depth with these amazing topics. All you have to do is write to: Revelation Promises ~ P.O. Box 970 ~ South Hill, VA ~ 23970. 

If you would like to worship with seventh day Sabbath-keepers, come to the Victory Seventh Day Adventist Church in South Hill at 117 W. Danville Street, in the old Citizens Bank building, just a couple doors from the library.

Until next week, Jesus said in John 5:39, “Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me”. Come lord Jesus. 
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